Robert Mills: Building a Republic

Created by Kathleen Kerber and the South Carolina Historical Society

Grade/Subject: 8™ Grade Social Studies
Time Allotment 1-2 class periods

South Carolina Social Studies Standards
8-3.1, 8-4.1, 8-5.5

Materials and Preparation
e Projector or Smartboard for introductory presentation
e Copies of primary sources and analysis sheet (included in this lesson plan)

Primary Resources
Robert Mills Papers, 1803-1856, South Carolina Historical Society manuscript collection.
http://www.southcarolinahistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Mills-Robert-papers-

1135.01.pdf

Objective
e Students will learn about, discuss, and present on Robert Mills’ designs and their influences on 19t
century civic life.
e Students will analyze primary sources from the collection of the South Carolina Historical Society.

Assessment
Students will present to the classroom on a particular topic relating to Robert Mills” architecture and
engineering projects.

Important Vocabulary, People, and Places

Classical architecture; differences between a primary and secondary source; infrastructure; South Carolina
economy and society during the Antebellum period; transcontinental railroad; canals; local, state, and federal
government.
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Lesson

Introduction, Anticipatory Set
e Brief presentation on Robert Mills featuring biographical information and historical images:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XnsUZ2w4nz urrXCAmRKA9kPzMBzLUPs3MIDzKL6Qol/edit?

usp=sharing

Procedure
e Explain to students that they will be analyzing primary sources relating to architect Robert Mills.
Review the differences between a primary and secondary source.
e Divide students into five groups. Each group will receive a packet of primary sources featuring a
different project by Mills.
e Groups will examine their sources and fill out an analysis worksheet for each source.
e Each group will then present to the class their subject and what they could infer from the sources.

Group Topics and Primary Sources

Group 1 Creating a fireproof building in Antebellum Charleston.
e Robert Mills’ drawing of the Fireproof building (building completed in 1827)
e Letter to the city of Charleston proposing Washington Park by Robert Mills (1822)

Group 2 Renovating the Hall of Representatives in our nation’s capitol building.
e Letter to the chairman of the Committee of Public Buildings by Robert Mills (1830)
e H.R 407 Bill

Group 3 Moving goods across the United States via Transcontinental Railroad.
e A letter and proposal to the Honorable Solon Borland by Robert Mills (1852)

Group 4 Moving goods across South Carolina via canals.
e Estimate for the Edisto Canal by Robert Mills
e Plan for a canal between the Santee and Cooper Rivers (1800)

Group 5 Commemorating President George Washington with monuments in Baltimore and Washington, D.C.
e Letter regarding Washington Monument in Baltimore by Robert Mills (1816)
e Signed flyer of the Washington National Monument

Independent Practice
e Encouraged students to find a Robert Mills building close to where they live. Teachers can also
schedule a classroom visit to the Fireproof Building (available until March 1, 2016).

All images are courtesy of the South Carolina Historical Society.

For more information, additional education resources, and to schedule a field trip, please contact Ashley
Darland, Events and Educational Coordinator, at ashley.darland@schsonline.org or 843-723-3225 x111.
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Robert Mills: Building a Republic Student Worksheet

Students will fill out one worksheet per primary source in their group packet.
Type of document (circle one):

Photograph Map Advertisement Letter

Drawing Bill/Receipt Congressional Record Other:

Unique features (circle those that apply):

Handwritten Typed Signature Letterhead
Color Stamp/Seal Date Other:
Author/Creator:

Date created:

Briefly describe the primary source:

Why do you think it was created?

What does this document tell you about life in the United States during the Antebellum period?

Write a question to the author/creator of this work:
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Group #1

Topic: Creating a fireproof building in Antebellum Charleston.

- b
¥l
o mm———
£

www.SChistory.org




www.SChistory.org



www.SChistory.org



Group #2
Topic: Renovating the Hall of Representatives in our nation’s Capitol building.
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Group #3

Topic: Moving goods across the United States via Transcontinental Railroad.
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Group #4
Topic: Moving goods across South Carolina via canals.
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Group #5

Topic: Commemorating President George Washington with monuments in Baltimore and Washington, D.C.
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