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Walker, Evans & Cogswell records, 1868-1980 

SCHS #1310.00 

 

Description: Ca. 200 v. (earliest records denoted by ****) 

Biog./Historical Note: Charleston (S.C.) printing company. In 1821 John C. Walker (d. 1860) 

succeeded Schenck & Turner in a stationery and book binding business on Broad Street in 

Charleston, S.C. His brother Joseph Walker later joined him and in 1837 the business was moved 

to a location on East Bay Street. In 1852 a limited partnership was formed with Benjamin 

F. Evans (1831-1873), and in 1855 Harvey Cogswell (1831-1902), brother-in-law of Evans, 

became a member of the firm, now called Walker, Evans & Company, its operations having 

expanded as a stationery establishment, a printing office, and a blank book manufactory. During 

the Civil War the business was temporarily located in Columbia, S.C. and took the name 

of Evans & Cogswell, Confederate Government Printers and Lithographers. The printing 

facilities in Columbia were destroyed when the city burned in 1865. After the war C. 

Irvine Walker joined the firm, and in 1887 the business was incorporated under the name 

of Walker, Evans & Cogswell Company.  

Scope and content: Records consist of company memo books (1868-1921) containing 

comparative financial statements, cost allocation and sales information, printing and publication 

notes, salary data, notes on overhead allocations, profit and loss statements, and other 

information; journals (1887-1951) containing daily entries of debits and credits; ledgers (1874-

1980) which contain accounts for "Country Customers" (including accounts in North Carolina, 

Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Virginia, Illinois, Missouri, and elsewhere), "City Customers," 

and "South Carolina Customers," and are accompanied by indexes (late 19th century to early 

20th century); trial balance books (1940-1946); cash books (1901-1942); collection registers 

(1920-1961) summarizing cash collections of customer accounts; sales records (1913-1941); 

work order books (1870-1961); volumes (1917-1950) containing inventory records for 

merchandise and paper products and records of supplies received; company expense records 

(1916-1928) including a car expense book (1916-1919); and employee payroll records (1909-

1959) including a register (1910) listing all company employees. 

In addition, there are nine large volumes containing printing samples of billheads, letterheads, 

checks, and miscellaneous business and government documents used throughout the Southeast 

but especially South Carolina and Charleston. 



2 
 

Preferred citation: Walker, Evans & Cogswell Company (Charleston, S.C.). Records, 1868-

1980. (1310.00) South Carolina Historical Society. 

Search Terms: 

Walker, Evans & Cogswell Company -- Records and correspondence. 

Printing -- South Carolina -- Specimens. 

Printing industry -- South Carolina -- Charleston. 

Stationery trade -- South Carolina -- Charleston. 

Charleston (S.C.) -- History. 

South Carolina -- History -- Sources. 

Billheads. 

Business records. 

Forms (documents) 

Letterheads. 

 

Inventory: 

28/735 

28/735/1 Financial records, 1868-1896 

28/735/2 Memo books, 1901-1921 

28/735/3 Memo books (profit & loss), 1907-1913 

 

28/736 

 

28/736/1 General journal, 1887-1898 

28/736/2 General journal, 1899-1904 

28/736/3 General journal, 1947-1951 

 

28/737 

 

28/737/1 General purpose journal, 1874-1878 

28/737/2 General purpose journal, 1881-1885 

28/737/3 General purpose journal, 1884-1886 

28/737/4 General purpose journal, 1885-1886 

28/737/5 General purpose journal, 1887-1889 

28/737/6 General purpose journal, 1889-1892 

28/737/7 General purpose journal, 1903-1909 

28/737/8 General purpose journal, 1892-1895 

28/737/9 Country customer ledgers, 1895-1898 

28/737/10 Country customer ledgers, 1898-1901 

28/737/11 Country customer ledgers, 1901-1904 

28/737/12 Country customer ledgers, 1902-1905 
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28/737/13 Country customer ledgers, 1905-1909 

28/737/14 Country customer ledgers, 1906-1908 

28/737/15 Country customer ledgers, 1909-1915 

28/737/16 Country customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/16B Country customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/17 Country customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/17B Country customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/18 Country customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/19 Country customer ledgers, 1909-1918 

28/737/20 Country customer ledgers, 1910-1918 

28/737/21 Country customer ledgers, 1910-1918      

28/737/22 Country customer ledgers, 1932-1939 

28/737/23 Country customer ledgers, 1934-1939 

28/737/24 Country customer ledgers, 1943-1980 

28/737/25 City customer ledgers, 1894-1899 

28/737/26 City customer ledgers, 1898-1901 

28/737/27 City customer ledgers, 1899-1902 

28/737/28 City customer ledgers, 1902-1907 

28/737/29 City customer ledgers, 1908-1917 

28/737/30 City customer ledgers, 1909-1911 

28/737/31 City customer ledgers, 1908-1917 

28/737/32 City customer ledgers, 1908-1917 

28/737/33 City customer ledgers, 1909-1918 

28/737/34 City customer ledgers, 1910-1918 

28/737/35 City customer ledgers, 1910-1918 

28/737/36 South Carolina customer ledgers, 1909-1917 

28/737/37 South Carolina customer ledger (accounts), 1909-1918 

28/737/38 George W. Williams Papers: Photocopy of a travel diary, 1871 

28/737/41 South Carolina customer ledgers, 1932-1940 

28/737/42 Indices to customer ledgers, 1870 

28/737/43 Indices to customer ledgers, 1880 (country customers) 

28/737/44 Indices to customer ledgers, 1890 (country customers) 

28/737/45 Indices to customer ledgers, 1895 (country customers) 

28/737/46  Indices to customer ledgers, 1900 (country customers) 

28/737/46B Index, circa early 1900s 

28/737/47 Indices to customer ledgers, 1910 (country customers) 

 

28/738 

 

28/738/1 Trial balance book, 1940-1946 
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28/739 

 

28/739/1 Cash books, 1901-1903 

28/739/2 Cash journal books, 1920-1921 

28/739/3 Cash journal books, 1930-1931 

28/739/4 Cash journal books, 1940-1942 

 

28/740 

 

28/740/1 Collection register, 1920-1921 

28/740/2 Collection register, 1930-1931 

28/740/3 Collection register, 1940-1941 

28/740/4 Collection register, 1955-1956 

28/740/5 Collection register, 1960-1961 

 

28/741 

 

28/741/1 Sales journal records, 1913-1920 

28/741/2 Sales book, 1916-1934 

28/741/3 Sales journal records, sales book, 1930 

28/741/4 Sales journal records, sales journal, 1934-1941 

 

28/742 

 

28/742/1 Work order books, 1868-1980 

28/742/2 Work order books, 1875-1876 

28/742/3 Work order books, 1918 

28/742/4 Work order books, 1919 

28/742/5 Work order books, 1919 

28/742/6 Work order books, 1921 

28/742/7 Work order books, 1921 

28/742/8 Work order books, 1923 

28/742/9 Work order books, 1924 

28/742/10 Work order books, 1924 

28/742/11 Work order books, 1924 

28/742/12 Work order books, 1925 

28/742/13 Work order books, 1925 

28/742/14 Work order books, 1925 

28/742/15 Work order books, 1925 
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28/742/16 Work order books, 1925 

 

28/742/17 – 28/742/106 Work order books, through 1961 

 

28/743 

 

28/743/1 Inventories, 1917 

28/743/2 Inventories, 1920s 

28/743/3 Inventory control, 1930 

28/743/4 Inventory control, 1941 

28/743/5 Inventory control, 1950 

28/743/6 Inventory control, 1920-1945 

 

28/744  

 

28/744/2 Expense records, 1924-1928 

28/744/3 Expense records, 1924-1927 

28/744/4 Inventory control, 1946-1950 

 

28/745 

 

28/745/1 Employee payroll records, 1909-1910 

28/745/2 Employee payroll records, 1910 

28/745/3 Employee payroll records, 1959  

 

Boxed records: 

 

BOX 28/746 

 

28/746/1 Correspondence, 1886-1892, mostly relating to a periodical, the Southern 

Christian Advocate. 

28/746/2 Letterpress copybook, 1898-1903, marked “Private Business Letters.” 

28/746/3 Internal correspondence, 1916-1959; and miscellaneous letters, 1973. 

28/746/4 Correspondence relating to engraving machinery, 1953. 

28/746/6 Memos, 1970-1971. 

28/746/7 Memos, 1971. 

28/746/8 Memos, 1972-1976. 

28/746/9 Correspondence and samples relating to paper companies, 1957-1962. 

28/746/10 Customer files: A (counties of Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, and Anderson), 1950. 

28/746/11 Customer files: Charleston County, 1950. 
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28/746/12 Customer files: Charleston County. 

 

BOX 28/747 

 

28/747/1 Customer files: F, 1960. 

28/747/2 Customer files: G. 

28/747/3 Customer files, H-Ham, 1921. 

28/747/4 Customer files: Han-Har, 1921. 

28/747/5 Customer files: Has-Hau, 1921. 

28/747/6 Customer files: North Carolina cities and counties, 1919-1943. 

28/747/7 Customer files: South Carolina cities and counties, 1927-1943. 

28/747/8 Customer files: South Carolina Highway Department (correspondence, sample, 

etc., relating to a drivers handbook), 1958-1960. 

28/747/9 Customer files: SC State Budget and Control Board, 1958-1961. 

28/747/10 Customer files: SC State Budget and Control Board, 1962. 

 

BOX 28/748 

 

28/748/1 Customer files: Isaac Silver & Bros., 1932-1933 (includes some legal documents 

relating to non-payment on bills to WECCO). 

28/748/2 Job files: The Citizens Bank (Olanta, SC), 1953. 

28/748/3 Job files: Flack-Jones Lumber Company, 1957. 

28/748/4 Job files: U.S. Corps of Engineers, 1957. 

28/748/5 Job files: Flack-Jones Lumber Co., [1958]. 

28/748/6 Job files: City of Georgetown, SC, 1958. 

28/748/7 Job files: South Carolina Electric & Gas, 1958. 

28/748/8 Job files: Charles F. McIntosh & Sons, 1958. 

28/748/9 Job files: St. Lucie Abstract & Title Insurance Co., 1958. 

28/748/10 Job files: Dorchester County Clerk of Court, 1958. 

28/748/11 Job files: Dorchester County Clerk of Court, 1958. 

28/748/12 Job files: McCormick County Clerk of Court, 1958. 

28/748/13 Job files: Cherokee County Clerk of Court, 1959. 

28/748/14 Job files: Anthony Harrigan, 1958. 

28/748/15 Job files: Read & Lipman Furniture Store, 1959. 

28/748/16 Job files: Read & Lipman Furniture Store, 1959. 

28/748/17 Job files: City of Georgetown, SC, 1959. 

28/748/18 Job files: Greenwood County Clerk of Court, 1959. 

28/748/19 Job files: Harry Metton (Eagle Gas Service), 1960. 

28/748/20 Job files: Jackson & Bell, 1960. 

28/748/21 Job files: First National Bank of South Carolina, 1960. 
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28/748/22 Job files: Mary Stutts, 1960. 

28/748/23 Job files: John Graham Altman, 1960. 

28/748/24 Job files: Hawthorne Aviation, 1960. 

28/748/25 Job files: West Virginia Pulp & Paper Co., 1960. 

28/748/26 Job files: West Virginia Pulp & Paper Co., 1960. 

28/748/27 Job files: Protestant Episcopal Diocese of SC, 1960. 

28/748/28 Job files: Dr. Pierre G. Jenkins, 1960. 

28/748/29 Job files: Hotel Commercial (Aiken, SC), 1960. 

28/748/30 Job files: Stilley Plywood Company (Conway, SC), 1960 (a water ski 

manufacturer). 

28/748/31 Job files: Stilley Plywood Co., 1960.  

28/748/32 Job files: Stilley Plywood Co., 1960. 

28/748/33 Job files: Bank of Elizabethtown (NC), 1960. 

28/748/34 Job files: Mrs. Robert L. Haas, 1960. 

28/748/35 Job files: Miss Camille Kitts, 1960. 

28/748/36 Job files: Waring Simons Howe, 1960. 

28/748/37 Job files: Elizabeth C. Patterson (Myrtle Beach, SC), 1963-1965 (includes 

correspondence and samples relating to a leaflet, “Meher Baba’s Universal 

Message.” 

 

BOX 28/749 

 

28/749/1 Job files: William M. Means Co., 1961 (includes copies of “A New Map Showing 

the Principal Plantations on the South Carolina Coast” listing numbered properties 

and owner names). 

28/749/2 Job files: The Citizens Bank (Turbeville, SC), 1970. 

28/749/3 Job files: The Citizens Bank, 1970. 

28/749/4 Job files: Mrs. J. Stillman, 1970. 

28/749/5 Job files: Baker Sanitorium (Charleston, SC), 1970. 

28/749/6 Job files: Carolina Iron & Fence Co. (Charleston, SC), 1970. 

28/749/7 Job files: First Federal Savings & Loan (Charleston, SC), 1970. 

28/749/8 Job files: Peoples Premium Plan, Inc. (Hartsville, SC), 1970. 

28/749/9 Job files: Peoples Premium Plan, 1970. 

28/749/10 Job files: Concrete Finishers, Inc. (Charleston, SC), 1970. 

28/749/11 Job files: Lloyd E. Sineath (a Charleston attorney), 1970. 

28/749/12 Job files: Marion National Bank (Marion, SC), 1970. 

28/749/13 Job files: Williamson & Fox (Aiken attorneys), 1970. 

28/749/14 Job files: Marion National Bank, 1970. 

28/749/15 Job files: Charleston Receipts, 1970 (cookbook published by the Junior League of 

Charleston). 
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28/749/16 Job files: Marion National Bank, [1970]. 

28/749/17 Job files: Anderson Brothers Bank (Mullins, SC), 1970. 

28/749/18 Job files: Colleton County Judge of Probate, 1970. 

28/749/19 Job files: Colleton County Judge of Probate, 1970. 

28/749/20 Work order book, 1920 (bound orders for printing jobs for various customers). 

28/749/21 Work order book, 1930. 

28/749/22 Work order book, 1940. 

28/749/23 Work order book, 1954. 

28/749/24 Ledger of post card sales, 1938-1945. 

 

BOX 28/750 

 

28/750/1 Miscellaneous sales records, 1920s-1940s (and some undated). 

28/750/2 Automobile expense records, 1917-1920s. 

28/750/3 Printing samples: material pertaining to camps, including Camp Carolina 

(Brevard, NC). 

28/750/4 Printing samples: brochures, leaflets, ads, etc., for businesses, organizations, 

events. 

28/750/5 Printing samples: brochures, leaflets, ads, etc., for businesses, organizations, 

events. 

28/750/6 Printing samples: material pertaining to government agencies. 

28/750/7 Printing samples: newsletters. 

28/750/8 Printing samples: programs. 

28/750/9 Printing samples: miscellaneous. 

28/750/10  Color image of the WECCO buildings in Charleston, ca. 1910. 

28/750/11 Color labels for “Dixie Blend Coffee” (ca. 1900). 

28/750/12 Book covers for The Aftermath of Glory by James H. Rice, Jr. (published in 

1934). 

 

BOX 28/751 

 

28/751/1 Photographic negatives 

28/751/2 Photographs: women, ca. 1920 (mostly identified; possibly portraits for a school 

yearbook). 

28/751/3 Photographs: football players, ca. 1920. 

28/751/4 Photographs: miscellaneous. 

28/751/5 Postcard, 1950, showing the WECCO buildings 

28/751/6 Miscellaneous photographs, ca. 1950s-1970s. 

28/751/7 Ink drawing of an unidentified man. 

28/751/8 Insurance records, 1906-1908 (and undated). 
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28/751/9 Insurance record book, 1924-1925. 

28/751/10 Insurance record book, 1935-1936. 

28/751/11 Miscellaneous business records, 1886-1968. 

28/751/12 Book: Labor-Saving Devices for the Composing Room, 1949. 

28/751/13 Audit records, 1911-1924. 

28/751/14 Audits, 1926-1932. 

28/751/15 Audits, 1935-1936. 

 

BOX 28/752 

 

28/752/1 Audits, 1937-1940. 

28/752/2 Audits, 1941-1944. 

28/752/3 Audits, 1945-1946. 

28/752/4 Financial statement, 1894-1895; and miscellaneous financial records, 1885-1911. 

28/752/5 Financial reports, 1960s. 

28/752/6 Financial reports, 1960s. 

28/752/7 Stock certificates and related records, 1913-1940. 

28/752/8 WECCO stock certificate book, 1907-1939. 

 

BOX 28/753 

 

28/753/1 Blank book produced by WECCO: “Mortgage Record.” 

28/753/2 Blank account book: “Bills Payable.” 


