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Research notes on the seals of the State of South Carolina and the City of Charleston, ca. 

1987-1992 

SCHS 159.00 

 

Creator: Heisser, David C. R., d. 2011 

 

Description: 1.75 linear ft 

 

Biographical/Historical note: David C. R. Heisser was an author and librarian in Charleston, 

S.C. 

 

Scope and content: Research notes on the origins, evolution, and uses of the state seal of South 

Carolina and the seal of the City of Charleston (S.C.). Materials consist of bibliographic notes, 

correspondence, and photocopies of primary and secondary sources. Heisser's investigation of 

the history and development of the state seal was published as "The State Seal of South Carolina: 

A Short History" (1992). His research on the seal of the City of Charleston was published as 

"'Warrior Queen of the Ocean': The Story of Charleston and its Seal" in the South Carolina 

Historical Magazine (1992). This collection also includes a small amount of research on scepters 

of academia, which formed the background to Heisser's pamphlet "South Carolina's Mace and its 

Heritage" (1991). Arranged alphabetically by topics assigned  by Dr. Heisser. 

 

Provenance: David C.R. Heisser; gift; 1995. 

 

Preferred citation: Heisser, David C.R. Research notes on the seals of the State of South 

Carolina and the City of Charleston, ca. 1987-1992. (159.00) South Carolina Historical Society. 

 

Search terms: 

 Ceremonial maces -- South Carolina. 

 Seals (Numismatics) 

 Charleston (S.C.) -- Seal. 

 South Carolina -- Seal. 

 Research (document genres) 

 

Container list: 

 

BOX 1 

0159.01 Charleston City Seal  

0159.01 (B): Bibliographic notes        

0159.01 (C): Correspondence, 1987-1991 

0159.01 (D): Design influences on the City Seal 

0159.01 (D) 01 (b) 01: Biography, First Council 

0159.01 (D) 01 (b) 02: Books, early S.C. libraries 

0159.01 (D) 01 (b) 03: Brittania 

0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 01-01: Coins 1 

0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 01-02: Coins 2 

0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 02: College of Charleston 
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0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 03: Commercio 

0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 04: Confidenza 

0159.01 (D) 01 (c) 05: Currency 

0159.01 (D) 01 (e) 01-01: Emblem books 1 

 

BOX 2 

0159.01 (D) 01 (e) 01-02: Emblem books 2       

0159.01 (D) 01 (f) 01: Fellowship and Library Societies 

0159.01 (D) 01 (f) 02-01: Fortuna and Isis 1 

0159.01 (D) 01 (f) 02-02: Fortuna and Isis 2 

0159.01 (D) 01 (h): Harmonia 

0159.01 (D) 01 (i) 01: Illustrations 

0159.01 (D) 01 (i) 02: Incorporation (1722) 

0159.01 (D) 01 (i) 03: Incorporation (1783) 

0159.01 (D) 01 (l) 01-01: Libertas 1 

0159.01 (D) 01 (l) 01-02: Libertas 2 

0159.01 (D) 01 (m): Map decorations 

 

BOX 3 

0159.01 (D) 01 (p) 01: Personifications        

0159.01 (D) 01 (p) 02: Pottery 

0159.01 (D) 01 (v): Views 

0159.01 (E): Evolution of the City Seal 

0159.01 (E) 01: Seal 1, Original 

0159.01 (E) 02: Seal 2, Federal Period 

0159.01 (E) 03: Seal 3, Antebellum 

0159.01 (E) 04: Seal 4, Reconstruction 

0159.01 (E) 05: Seal 5, Post-Reconstruction ("Jim Jam Seal") 

0159.01 (E) 06: Seal 6, Courtenay Seal 

0159.01 (E) 07: Seals 7 and 8, Twentieth Century 

0159.01 (P): Photographs of the City Seal (cataloged separately) 

0159.01 (U): Uses of the City Seal 

0159.01 (U) 01 (c) 01: Centennial Medal 

0159.01 (U) 01 (c) 02: City Hall 

0159.01 (U) 01 (c) 03: Civic Uses of the Seal 

0159.01 (U) 01 (c) 04: Conveyances 

0159.01 (U) 01 (f): Flag 

0159.01 (U) 01 (j): Journal of City Council 

0159.01 (U) 01 (m): Museum, Charleston 

0159.01 (U) 01 (n): Newspapers 

0159.01 (U) 01 (o): Ordinances 

0159.01 (U) 01 (p) 01: Petitions (to state legislature) 

0159.01 (U) 01 (p) 02: Police  

0159.01 (U) 01 (s): Second Presbyterian Church 

0159.01 (U) 01 (y): Yearbook, City of Charleston 

0159.02: South Carolina State Seal (alphabetical by topics assigned by Dr. Heisser) 
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BOX 4 

0159.02 (B): Bibliographic Notes         

0159.02 (B)-01: Bibliographic notes 1 

0159.02 (B)-02: Bibligraphic notes 2 (from SC State archives) 

0159.02 (C): Correspondence, 1990-1992 

0159.02 (D): Influence on the Design of the State Seal 

0159.02 (D) 01 (a) 01: American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

0159.02 (D) 01 (a) 02: Arrows, Hearts, and Spears 

0159.02 (D) 01 (b) 01: Bank notes 

0159.02 (D) 01 (b) 02: Bristol, England 

0159.02 (D) 01 (c) 01: Catesby, Mark 

0159.02 (D) 01 (c) 02: Coat of Arms 

0159.02 (D) 01 (c) 03: Colors 

0159.02 (D) 01 (i): Illustrations 

0159.02 (D) 01 (m): Marine Anti-Britannic Society 

0159.02 (D) 01 (p): Poem 

0159.02 (E): Evolution of the State Seal 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1776) 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1780s-1812) 

0159.02 (E) 01 (War of 1812) 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1823) 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1859, "Droopy No. 1") 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1868-69) 

0159.02 (E) 01 (1874, "Droopy No. 2") 

0159.02 (U): Uses of the State Seal 

0159.02 (U) 01 (a): Acts of Legislature 

0159.02 (U) 01 (c): Constitutions of State of South Carolina (1865, 1868, 1895, etc.) 

159.03: Scepters of Academe 


