Choose a Side: Patriot, Loyalist, or Neutral?
Grade: 8 (i.e., South Carolina and the United States)
Time: 45 minutes
Lesson Type: Hands-on, decision-based simulation
South Carolina Social Studies Standards: 8.2.CO – Compare the motives and demographics of loyalists and patriots within South Carolina and the colonies; 8.2.CX Contextualize the roles of various groups of South Carolinians as the colonies moved toward becoming an independent nation.
Drawn to History Connections: William Jasper, Eliza Wilkinson, Oscar Marion, Peter Harris 
Activity Materials: Blank paper, pen/pencil, whiteboard/projector
Lesson Overview: In this lesson plan, students will consider why the historical characters and historical groups of South Carolinians (e.g., backcountry settlers, enslaved people, Charlestonians, plantation owners) chose their sides during the Revolutionary War, as well as the reasons that contributed to the sides they chose.
=====
Before the start of class, place signs in three corners/parts of the classroom. In one corner, place a sign labelled Patriot. In another corner, place a sign labelled Loyalist. In another corner, place a sign labelled Neutral. Here’s a sample layout of a classroom with the activity signs:
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STEP 1: When students arrive in class, introduce the lesson. 
· Sample introduction: “Today in our study of the American Revolution, we will look at the different sides that American colonists could take during the war. Choosing a side is always hard, whether it’s choosing a side when two friends are fighting or when you need to vote in a class election. During the American Revolution, people had to choose a side, but the risks were extremely high: some people lost their homes, their family and friends, or even their lives based on the side they picked. Some people—afraid of picking the ‘wrong’ side—decided to avoid choosing a side altogether, which carried its own risks. As we consider the decisions of people in the past, we can learn from their experiences to make better decisions in the present.”
STEP 2: Define each of the political sides during the American Revolution (see below). 
It may be helpful to put this information on a handout, on the whiteboard, or on a projector so that students can refer to the information throughout the activity.
· Patriots were Americans in the Thirteen Colonies who wanted independence from Great Britain during the American Revolution. They believed that the British government was unfairly taxing them and limiting their rights. Patriots argued that the American colonies should become the United States of America, with a national government of their own that protected each citizen’s life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.
· Loyalists were Americans in the Thirteen Colonies who remained loyal to Great Britain during the American Revolution. They believed that the British government protected their rights and gave the colonies a good economy. Loyalists also did not like the idea of going to war with Great Britain, which had one of the most powerful militaries in the 1700s.
· Neutrals were colonists in the Thirteen Colonies who did not strongly support either the Patriots or the Loyalists during the American Revolution. They often wanted to stay out of the conflict and focus on protecting their families, farms, and businesses. Some neutrals felt unsure about which side was right, while others were afraid of the risks and violence that came with choosing a side.
STEP 3: Provide the instructions to the interactive activity.
· During the American Revolution, people had to choose a side. In today’s activity, you will be given examples of people from the American Revolution and you will need to determine which side they chose: Patriot, Loyalist, or Neutral. 
· IMPORTANT: You are not role-playing any of these historical characters; instead, you need to make an educated determination on which side they might have chosen based on their biographical information. While you can certainly use your own experiences to help guide your thinking, never let it overrule the historical evidence.
· After you review each historical character’s information, write down (or make a mental note of) at least one reason why you believe that the person would have chosen their side. 
· You may identify multiple reasons, but choose the side that either has the most reasons or has the most powerful reasons.
· When you have chosen a side for the historical character, wait for my instruction. When I give the signal, rise from your seat and gather under the sign you chose for that person.
STEP 4: To get the students acclimated to the activity, start simple with a few practice scenarios.
· Person 1: George Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army
· Ask the students: “Which side did George Washington take during the American Revolution?”
· Before the students leave their seats, have each student write down one reason why they believe that George Washington would have chosen a side.
· Have students leave their seats and gather in the corner that aligns with George Washington’s “side.”
· It should be obvious to the students that Washington (who led the Patriot forces) was a Patriot. Hopefully the classroom should look something like this:
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· Person 2: Lord William Campbell, South Carolina Royal Governor (1775)
· Ask the students: “Which side did South Carolina’s Royal Governor (emphasis on royal) Lord William Campbell take during the American Revolution?”
· Before the students leave their seats, have each student write down one reason why they believe that Lord William Campbell would have chosen a side.
· Have students leave their seats and gather in the corner that aligns with Lord William Campbell’s “side.”
· Since Campbell was appointed by King George III to rule South Carolina behalf of the British government, he was a Loyalist. Hopefully the classroom should look something like this:
        [image: ]
STEP 5: Now that students are familiar with the activity, use some of the historical South Carolinians listed below.
Note: Use as many or as few of the historical characters below as time permits, or feel free to create your own!
Hint: Students can refer to the characters from Drawn to Freedom as points of reference (embedded below).
Each character has a website in case you want to add more information to the activity, but do not share it with the students until after they have chosen a side for the historical character. Likewise, there is a summary below of how each character responded to the American Revolution; only share this information after students have chosen a side.
Historical Character #1: Rebecca Brewton Motte
· Source material: https://southcarolina250.com/story/rebecca-brewton-motte/ and https://schistory.org/june-1737-a-revolutionary-heroine-is-born/   
· Drawn to Freedom connection: Eliza Wilkinson (pages 17-29) and William Jasper (pages 1-15)
· Information to share with students:
· Born into a wealthy South Carolina family.
· During the Revolutionary War, the British Army used her Charleston home as their headquarters; they also converted her plantation house near St. Matthews into a military fort.
· The Continental Army asked Motte if they could burn her plantation (renamed “Fort Motte”) to force the British Army out of the fort.
· Which side do you think Rebecca Brewton Motte chose during the American Revolution?
After the students choose a side for Motte, share the following information:
· Rebecca Brewton Motte’s family supported the Patriot cause from the beginning of the American Revolution, with her husband, Jacob Motte, Jr., fighting at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island along with William Jasper. Jacob died shortly before the British Army captured Charleston; when the city fell to British forces, they took Rebecca Brewton Motte’s home on King Street to be their headquarters. Rebecca showed politeness to the British, then left to go to her plantations along the Congaree River (one of which had become fortified by the British as “Fort Motte”). When Patriot forces under General Francis Marion (see pages 31-41 in Drawn to Freedom) asked Rebecca for permission to burn Fort Motte, Rebecca provided Marion’s forces with arrows that would destroy her home.
· Based on her biography, Motte was a Patriot, but also showed a little bit of a Neutral tendency.
Historical Character #2: Richard Pearis
· Source material: https://southcarolina250.com/story/upstate-loyalists and https://www.upcountryhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Upcountry-Frontiersman.pdf 
· Information to share with students:
· First European settler in Greenville, South Carolina.
· Interpreter and trading partner with the Cherokee Nation; obtained a trading license from the British government.
· During the war, Patriot forces burned his home, store, and mill (a place where grain is ground into flour).
· Which side do you think Richard Pearis chose during the American Revolution?
After the students choose a side for Pearis, share the following information:
· During the war, Pearis helped stop the shipment of gunpowder from the Patriots to the Cherokee Nation, which led to Pearis’s imprisonment in Charleston by the Patriots on suspicions that he was a Loyalist. Pearis tried to swear allegiance to the Patriots, but his request was rejected by suspicious Patriot military leaders. After Pearis’s imprisonment, he walked to the South Carolina backcountry to meet with the Cherokee, then traveled to Pensacola, Florida, to lead a unit of Loyalist forces. When the Revolutionary War ended, the Patriot government confiscated Pearis’s lands in South Carolina, which prompted him to move to the Bahamas to become a planter. 
· Based on his biography, Pearis was a Loyalist, but he could also be considered a Neutral that was pushed into siding with the British.
Historical Character #3: Andrew Ferguson 
· Source material: https://southcarolina250.com/story/andrew-ferguson/ and https://honoringourpatriots.dar.org/patriot-profiles/andrew-ferguson/ 
· Drawn to Freedom connection: Oscar Marion (pages 31-41)
· Information to share with students:
· Free Black man born in Dinwiddie County, Virginia.
· At age 15, he and his father were captured by the British during the war and told to fight for the British Army.
· Andrew refused to fight for the British and was severely beaten.
· Which side do you think Ferguson chose?
After the students choose a side for Ferguson, share the following information:
· Ferguson joined Continental General Nathanael Greene’s forces and showed great bravery during the battles of Brandywine, Kings Mountain, and Cowpens. After the Revolutionary War, Ferguson faced discrimination in trying to apply for a pension for his service in Continental Army. While it was approved in 1838, he continued to face resistance from pension authorities in trying to obtain the same benefits received by White veterans of the Revolution.
· Based on his biography, Ferguson was a Patriot.
Historical Character #4: Francis Salvador
· Source material: https://southcarolina250.com/story/francis-salvador/ and https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/francis-salvador 
· Drawn to Freedom connection: William Jasper (pages 1-15)
· Little is known of Jasper’s early life, but he was believed to have emigrated from Ireland or Germany in the 1750s/1760s.
· Information to share with students:
· Born in London to a prominent Jewish family.
· Worked for the British East India Company, but moved to South Carolina after the family lost their wealth in the 1760s and 1770s.
· Lived in Ninety Six district, but wife and children remained in Great Britain.
· Which side do you think Salvador chose?
After the students choose a side for Salvador, share the following information:
· Salvador joined the Patriot government in South Carolina, becoming the first Jewish person to hold political office in the state. In July 1776, Salvador undertook a 30-mile ride by horseback to warn Patriot militia forces of an attack by British-allied Native American forces. Salvador led a militia unit, but they were ambushed by British and Native American forces, leading to his death on August 1, 1776. 
· Based on his biography, Salvador was a Patriot.
STEP 6: Now that students have considered some specific historical characters, have them use critical thinking to determine how general groups of people would respond. 
In this portion of the activity, the goal is NOT about guessing the “right” answer, but to have students identify reasons WHY they reached their answer. As such, after students move to a corner of the room, ask for volunteers (or call on students) to provide you with one reason why they chose a side for the historical group.
Note: Use as many or as few of the historical characters below as time permits, or feel free to create your own!
Hint: Students can refer to the characters from Drawn to Freedom as points of reference (embedded below).
Historical Group #1: Enslaved People
· Source material: https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/fighting-freedom-african-americans-during-american-revolution; https://southcarolina250.com/slave-manumissions-in-revolutionary-era-south-carolina/    
· Drawn to Freedom connection: Oscar Marion (pages 31-41)
· Information to share with students:
· Both sides (British and Patriot) offered opportunities for freedom to enslaved people that served in the war.
· Enslaved people that freed themselves in South Carolina faced a difficult choice.
· If they fled from slavery:
· What happened if their enslaver’s side won the war? For example, if an enslaved person’s owner was a Patriot—and the slave sought protection from the British—what would happen if the Patriots won the war? Would they be returned by the British? Would the British evacuate them? 
· What happened if their enslaver’s side lost the war? For example, if an enslaved person’s owner was a Patriot—and the slave sought protection from the British—what would happen if the British won the war? Would they gain their freedom? Would they be re-enslaved by another person?
· Where would they go? Should they run to another plantation, to Charleston, to Native American territories, or somewhere else?
· What would happen to their family, friends, and loved ones?
· If they stayed on their enslaver’s property:
· Would they enjoy relative freedom or better treatment? After all, enslavers knew that enslaved people could use the war as an opportunity to escape.
· Would they risk being sold or receive worse treatment? After all, wartime often leads to difficult economic times.
· Would they be kidnapped by troops passing through the area?
· Which side do you think most enslaved people chose?
· Ask for volunteers (or call on students) to provide you with one reason why they believe that enslaved people would side with the Patriots or Loyalists, or remain Neutral.
Historical Group #2: Backcountry South Carolinians
· Source material: https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/teachers/lessonplans/Materials%20for%20American%20Revolution%20Soldier%20Trunk.pdf; https://upcountrysc.com/explore/revolutionary-war-history/    
· Drawn to Freedom connections: William Jasper (pages 1-15); Oscar Marion (pages 31-41)
· Information to share with students:
· Backcountry settlers were a very diverse group, with many of them being non-English immigrants (e.g., Scots-Irish, Germans, Welsh).
· Backcountry people were not given the same voice in the South Carolina government as their Lowcountry counterparts. For this—and other reasons—many backcountry settlers disliked the Lowcountry.
· Slavery was not as prominent in the backcountry as in the Lowcountry; for example, in the 1700s, over half of the Lowcountry population was enslaved.
· The Royal Proclamation of 1763 from King George III prohibited Americans from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains, which limited new opportunities for backcountry settlers to gain land.
· During the Revolutionary War, there was widespread violence in the backcountry. Patriot and British forces pillaged backcountry farms, while Native American groups would raid backcountry settlements.
· Many backcountry settlers tried to remain neutral, while others fought as Loyalists or joined Patriot guerilla units. For example, at the Battle of Kings Mountain, all of the “British” soldiers were American Loyalists; likewise, General Francis Marion’s Patriots were backcountry militiamen—not Continental Army soldiers.
· Which side do you think most backcountry settlers chose?
· Ask for volunteers (or call on students) to provide you with one reason why they believe that backcountry settlers would side with the Patriots or Loyalists, or remain Neutral.
Historical Group #3: Lowcountry Planters
· Source material: https://digital.library.sc.edu/blogs/academy/2011/08/29/south-carolinians-in-the-revolution-8-2-2/; https://www.nps.gov/cowp/learn/education/upload/South-Carolinians-in-the-American-Revolution_Comparison-of-Roles.docx 
· Drawn to Freedom connection: Eliza Wilkinson (pages 17-29)
· Information to share with students:
· Lowcountry plantation owners relied on large communities of enslaved laborers to grow rice, indigo, and other crops; these crops were then shipped back to Great Britain or to the British colonies in the Caribbean.
· British leaders like Lord Dunmore (Royal Governor of Virginia) and General Sir Henry Clinton issued proclamations offering freedom to Black people fighting for the British Army.
· Since Lowcountry planters were outnumbered by enslaved residents, it might have made sense to seek British protection.
· Aside from smaller groups of settlers of immigrants that assimilated into American society (e.g., French Huguenots), White Lowcountry residents were often of English descent.
· Which side do you think most Lowcountry planters chose?
· Ask for volunteers (or call on students) to provide you with one reason why they believe that Lowcountry planters would side with the Patriots or Loyalists, or remain Neutral.
Historical Group #4: Indigenous Groups
· Source material: https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/roles-native-americans-during-revolution; https://visit.archives.gov/whats-on/explore-exhibits/native-americans-american-revolution#main  
· Drawn to Freedom connection: Peter Harris (pages 43-52)
· Information to share with students:
· The Royal Proclamation of 1763 from King George III prohibited Americans from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains, which protected the land claims of Indigenous groups like the Cherokee and Catawba. Still, American settlers kept encroaching on Indigenous lands in the South Carolina backcountry.
· From 1715 to 1717, the Yamasee War was an effort by the Yamasee and their allies (including the Muscogee and Catawba) to remove the British from their lands. Although the Indigenous alliance was almost successful, the Cherokee allied with the British to defeat the Yamasee alliance. After the war, the Yamasee and their allies lost most of their lands, which allowed the British to continue settling in the backcountry.
· Would Indigenous groups lose their lands if they chose the “wrong” side in the Revolutionary War?
· Indigenous groups were very diverse, and some had rivalries with other tribes that had lasted for a long time. If they chose their sides correctly, an Indigenous group could use their ally (either the Patriots or the British) to harm another an enemy tribe.
· Which side do you think most Indigenous groups chose?
· Ask for volunteers (or call on students) to provide you with one reason why they believe that Indigenous Americans would side with the Patriots or Loyalists, or remain Neutral.
STEP 7: Conduct a debrief of the activity. If you recognized any patterns in how students chose sides, share those with the class. Offer students the opportunity to ask questions or provide comments about the activity. From there, share some closing thoughts.
· Sample conclusion: “Today in our study of the American Revolution, we considered the different sides that American colonists could take during the war. Choosing a side is always hard, and people had to make sacrifices or endure suffering because of their choices. When we looked at specific historical characters, you saw that people changed sides or had limits to their beliefs. For example, even though Richard Pearis was a Loyalist, he initially tried to be neutral at the start of the war; he also tried to swear allegiance to the Patriots in hopes that it would help protect him and his family. When we considered historical groups, there was no “right” answer or “correct” side: people chose sides based on their individual needs and experiences. The same happens today: you sometimes have to make hard decisions, and choosing sides carries great risks and great rewards. As we consider the American Revolution, we saw that people on both sides were trying to make decisions to protect themselves and their loved ones. Today, let’s make thoughtful decisions in our own lives and respect the decisions of others, even if we do not agree with their side.”
STEP 8 (OPTIONAL): Give the students an Exit Ticket Assignment (graded or ungraded).
· Here is the question: Which factor do you think mattered most when colonists chose sides during the Revolutionary War—and why?
· Students should write one or two factors (in complete sentences) and submit their exit ticket.
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