Revolutionary War Detective Case: Why Was South Carolina Such a Violent Place?
Grade: 8
Time: 45 minutes
Lesson Type: Hands-on, decision-based simulation
South Carolina Social Studies Standards: 8.2.CE Explain the economic, political, and social factors surrounding the American Revolution; 8.2.CX Contextualize the roles of various groups of South Carolinians as the colonies moved toward becoming an independent nation; 8.2.CO – Compare the motives and demographics of loyalists and patriots within South Carolina and the colonies.
Drawn to History Connection: William Jasper, Eliza Wilkinson, Oscar Marion, Peter Harris
Activity Materials: Blank paper, pen/pencil, whiteboard/projector, printouts or presentation equivalents of each Detective Case File
Lesson Overview: In this lesson plan, students will study the course of the Revolutionary War in South Carolina, focusing on the years 1780 through 1782. The goal of the lesson is to help students analyze evidence, consider the causes and effects of war, and the impact of the Revolutionary War on South Carolina.
=====
Before the start of class:
· Prepare the four case files associated with the activity. You have two options:
· Option 1: Print out copies of the case files so that each group receives a set. To make things fun, you can place each case file in a large yellow envelope with a fun label (e.g., “Case File #2,” “CONFIDENTIAL: File #2”).
· Option 2: Prepare a presentation (e.g., PowerPoint) that will display each of the case files.
· Print out an “Investigation Board Activity” chart for each student; if resources are limited, have students make their own table. The chart should look like this:
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· Display the Bell Ringer on a projector or write it on the classroom whiteboard.
When you are ready to start the activity, follow these steps:
STEP 1: When students arrive in class, ask them to think about the following Bell Ringer:
· Imagine that a war breaks out; you and your neighbor support opposite sides in the conflict. Would it stay peaceful? Why or why not?
· You can use this Bell Ringer as a thought-provoker, as a discussion topic, or as a short, independent writing activity.
STEP 2: Introduce the lesson (either verbally or on a presentation slide):
· Some historians have claimed that South Carolina experienced the most violence and unrest during the Revolutionary War, particularly from 1780 until 1782.
· Your task: Determine who was at fault for this unrest. Was it one side (British or Patriot), one or more people, or was it a combination of both?
STEP 3: Provide context, which is a critical responsibility of historians. This will help set the scene:
· In 1776, the British Navy attempted to capture Charleston, South Carolina, but were pushed back by American forces at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island.
· Teacher Note: It may be helpful to consult the story of William Jasper in Drawn to Freedom (pages 1-15). You may also want your students to read it before the start of class. Jasper fought at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island and was fatally wounded at the Siege of Savannah (October 1779).
· Now it’s 1780. The British Army has already captured Savannah, Georgia, and are marching north into South Carolina. Their eyes are on Charleston: the largest city in the Southern colonies, the colonial capital of South Carolina, and a perfect harbor for docking their powerful navy.
· Even though the Revolutionary War has been raging for five years, the British invasion has South Carolinians everywhere on edge.
STEP 3: Divide the students into groups. Have the students gather in their groups, either at tables, by pulling their chairs/desks together, or seated on the floor. Distribute the “Investigation Board Activity” chart.
STEP 4: Provide each group with Case File #1 (“The Fall of Charleston, 1780”).
· If you printed copies of the case files, distribute one copy to each group.
· If you prepared a presentation slide with the case file contents, display it on the projector.
The contents of Case File #1 are:
· A painting of the Siege of Charleston (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Sullivans-island-1050x777.jpg)
· A map of Charleston Harbor during the Siege (https://www.battlefields.org/sites/default/files/styles/wysiwyg_original/public/Siege%20of%20Charleston%20Harbor%20--%20March%20to%20May%201780%20%28October%202021%29.jpg.webp?itok=Vt9UgvM-)
· A “What Happened?” card with the following details:
· British forces surrounded Charleston by land and sea.
· Over 5,000 American soldiers surrendered on May 12, 1780, making it the worst American defeat of the Revolutionary War.
· British leaders believed South Carolina was now under control.
· Citizens were required to sign loyalty oaths; anyone who refused could lose their property or be jailed.
· British troops spread into the countryside to continue their conquest of South Carolina.
· A “Detective Questions” card with the following questions:
· How might forcing loyalty oaths increase anger among South Carolinians?
· Did British control reduce violence—or push it into the countryside?
If you provided printout versions of Case File #1, provide each group with approximately ten minutes to review the case file contents.
If you placed the Case File #1 information on the overhead, use your discretion on how long to display the information. Ideally, the student groups should have a total of ten minutes to view all of the case file contents.
Ensure that students have taken notes about the case file and that they answer the “Detective Questions.”
STEP 5: Provide each group with Case File #2 (“The Battle of Waxhaws, 1780”).
· If you printed copies of the case files, distribute one copy to each group.
· If you prepared a presentation slide with the case file contents, display it on the projector.
The contents of Case File #2 are:
· A painting of the Battle of Waxhaws (https://www.worldhistory.org/img/r/p/1500x1500/18798.jpg.webp?v=1759938994-1712903935) 
· A painting of Banastre Tarleton (often called “Bloody Tarleton” by Americans) (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/05/Banastre-Tarleton-by-Joshua-Reynolds.jpg)
· A “What Happened?” card with the following details:
· The Patriots and British Army met near Lancaster, South Carolina, on May 29, 1780.
· Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton commanded the British Legion against Colonel Abraham Buford and the Virginia Continentals.
· Buford’s troops were heavily defeated, but he refused to surrender initially.
· When individual American soldiers tried to surrender, Tarleton’s troops cut them down with swords.
· The British claimed that the attack was due to battlefield confusion; the Americans called it a massacre.
· A “Detective Question” card with the following questions:
· How might stories (even exaggerated ones) increase revenge?
· Was Buford to blame for refusing to surrender, or should the British have practiced restraint?
If you provided printout versions of Case File #2, provide each group with approximately ten minutes to review the case file contents.
If you placed the Case File #2 information on the overhead, use your discretion on how long to display the information. Ideally, the student groups should have a total of ten minutes to view all of the case file contents.
Ensure that students have taken notes about the case file and that they answer the “Detective Questions.”
STEP 6: Provide each group with Case File #3 (“Civil War in the Backcountry”).
· If you printed copies of the case files, distribute one copy to each group.
· If you prepared a presentation slide with the case file contents, display it on the projector.
· It may be helpful to consult the following stories in Drawn to Freedom (or ask your students to read it before the start of class):
· Oscar Marion (pages 31-41) – Marion served alongside his enslaver, General Francis Marion, in many of the skirmishes described below.
· Eliza Wilkinson (pages 17-29) – Wilkinson personally experienced the violence inflicted by roving bands of British and Patriot troops during the war.
The contents of Case File #3 are:
· An image of militiamen fighting (https://files.nc.gov/dncr/styles/event_image/public/Kings-Mountain-32.jpg?VersionId=ipdWE9RvLFgluEubfcXgDrxA0SciqQoD&itok=5-jPqgYM) 
· A map of Francis Marion’s battles (https://www.historynet.com/wp-content/uploads/image/2011/MHQ/1110%20Autumn/MAP_Marion_lg.jpg) 
· A “What Happened?” card with the following details:
· The Patriots and British had professional soldiers that fought in the war. Both sides also had group of fighters known as the militia, which was a group of ordinary citizens—not professional soldiers—who fought during emergencies or to protect their local community.
· Communities and even families were divided over whether to fight for the Patriots, the British, or to remain neutral.
· General Francis Marion used his militia forces to conduct “guerilla warfare,” which was a fighting style where small, flexible groups used surprise attacks, tricks, and speed to fight against the larger, stronger British Army.
· Some British sympathizers (known as Loyalists) retaliated against Marion’s tactics by attacking Patriots or burning their homes; Patriot groups responded by using violence against Loyalists.
· A “Detective Questions” card with the following questions:
· When neighbors fight neighbors, does the war become more brutal? Why?
· Is it fair to fight against your enemy in a different style? In this case, was it fair for General Marion to use guerilla warfare against British troops that fought in a traditional way?
If you provided printout versions of Case File #3, provide each group with approximately ten minutes to review the case file contents.
If you placed the Case File #3 information on the overhead, use your discretion on how long to display the information. Ideally, the student groups should have a total of ten minutes to view all of the case file contents.
Ensure that students have taken notes about the case file and that they answer the “Detective Questions.”
STEP 7: Provide each group with Case File #4 (“Turning Points – Battle of Kings Mountain, 1780 / Battle of Cowpens, 1781)”).
· If you printed copies of the case files, distribute one copy to each group.
· If you prepared a presentation slide with the case file contents, display it on the projector.
· It may be helpful to consult the story of Peter Harris in Drawn to Freedom (pages 43-52). You may also want your students to read it before the start of class. Even though Harris did not fight in the battles of Kings Mountain or Cowpens, he participated in many battles throughout the Carolinas as part of the Patriot forces.
The contents of Case File #4 are:
· A painting of the Battle of Kings Mountain (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/85/KingsMountain_DeathOfFerguson_Chappel.jpg) 
· A painting of the Battle of Cowpens (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Cowpens.jpg)
· A “What Happened?” card with the following details:
· Both battles were major Patriot victories. After each victory, British sympathizers used violence to retaliate against Patriot neighbors.
· Aside from Major Patrick Ferguson of the British Army, every person that fought at the Battle of Kings Mountain was either an American Patriot or an American Loyalist.
· The Americans used a variety of tricks at the Battle of Cowpens. One of them was putting militia at the front of the battle: the American militia retreated and lured the British into chasing them down a hill. When the British reached the bottom, they found themselves surrounded by professional Continental Army troops.
· After these battles, the leader of the British Army in the South, General Charles Cornwallis, left South Carolina. He moved into North Carolina and eventually made it to Virginia. General George Washington trapped Cornwallis’s troops at Yorktown, Virginia, which was the American victory that basically ended the Revolutionary War.
· A “Detective Questions” card with the following questions:
· Did the American victories at Kings Mountain and Cowpens end the violence, or just shift it elsewhere?
If you provided printout versions of Case File #4, provide each group with approximately ten minutes to review the case file contents.
If you placed the Case File #4 information on the overhead, use your discretion on how long to display the information. Ideally, the student groups should have a total of ten minutes to view all of the case file contents.
Ensure that students have taken notes about the case file and that they answer the “Detective Questions.”
STEP 7: Task each group to discuss their “Investigation Board Activity” charts among themselves; allow them to make any necessary changes.
STEP 8: Each group will present their verdict. When they announce the side/group/person most responsible for instigating the violence in South Carolina, they should also include their reason(s) for their verdict.
STEP 9: Conduct a debrief of the activity. If you recognized any patterns from the students’ presentations/write-ups, share those with the class. Offer students the opportunity to ask questions or provide comments about the activity. From there, share some closing thoughts.
· Sample conclusion: “South Carolina played an important role in the last years of the Revolutionary War, but we have seen how it resulted in widespread violence. Towns, neighbors, and even families were divided. In today’s lesson, we looked at some of the most significant events that occurred in South Carolina during the Revolutionary War. When we considered the violence that occurred in the state, we worked as groups to consider evidence and assign responsibility. However, you probably noticed that there was no “right” answer or “correct” side: war always involves sacrifices and everyone involved gets hurt to varying degrees. As we consider the American Revolution, we saw that people on both sides were trying to make decisions to protect themselves and their loved ones. Today, let’s avoid hurting others and respect others, even if we do not agree with their side.”
STEP 10 (OPTIONAL): Give each student an Exit Ticket Assignment (graded or ungraded).
· Students should work independently to complete the task below. Prepare the student answer sheet to look something like this:
[image: ]
· Provide students with the assignment prompt (below). You can distribute it as a handout, display it on a projector, or write it on a whiteboard.
· Today we looked at the key battles and participants of South Carolina during the Revolutionary War. From there, your group determined who was to blame for the violence experienced in the state. 
· At the top of a piece of paper, write the name of the side or person that your group blamed for the violence.
· Since problems almost never are one side or person’s fault, pick a different side or person that could have been accused of causing the violence in South Carolina. From there, make a list of two reasons why that side/person could be accused of stirring up strife in South Carolina during the American Revolution.
· Example: 
· Your group accused the British of causing the violence in South Carolina. Write “British” near the top of your paper.
· Now, pick a different side or person. For example, you could say the “Patriots” were to blame and provide two reasons why.
· Your answer should look something like this:
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Joe Student

Group Answer: 

The British

My Answer: 

The Patriots

Reason 1: 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 

tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 

aliqua.

Reason 2: 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
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