Think / Pair / Share: Developing a Political Opinion
Grade(s): 11/12 (i.e., United States History and the Constitution)
Time: 45 minutes
Lesson Type: Visual, critical-thinking activity
South Carolina Social Studies Standards: USHC.1.CE Assess the major developments of the American Revolution through significant turning points in the debates over independence and self-government from 1763–1791; USHC.1.P Summarize the changing relationship between individuals and the government during the period 1607–1800.
Drawn to History Connections: William Jasper, Eliza Wilkinson, Oscar Marion, Peter Harris 
Activity Materials: Blank paper, pen/pencil, whiteboard/projector
Lesson Overview: In this lesson plan, students will use critical thinking to determine how each of the characters from Drawn to History would have responded to the punitive measures of the South Carolina General Assembly towards Loyalists at the end of the Revolutionary War.
=====
STEP 1: Divide the class into pairs or small groups. 
STEP 2: Each group should take four sheets of paper (or use a computer/tablet) and label the top of each page with the name of a historical character from Drawn to Freedom. From there, on each page, draw a straight line from the top of the page to the bottom (making two columns) and label the columns as “For” and “Against,” making a classic “T-Chart.” The result should look like this: 
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STEP 3: Provide students with the biographical details of each historical character (below). You can distribute it as a handout or display it on a projector.
· William Jasper may have been an immigrant from Wales, Ireland, or Germany, but the details of his early life are unclear. However, Jasper became famous after joining the elite 2nd South Carolina Continental Regiment in July 1775, particularly for his service at the Battle of Fort Sullivan (June 1776). After the British shot down the fort’s flag (which was similar to South Carolina’s present-day flag), Sergeant Jasper risked his life by jumping atop the fort to retrieve and repair the flag. His action raised the morale of the American forces, which helped them defeat the British Navy off the coast of Charleston. As a reward for his bravery and devotion to the Patriot cause, South Carolina Governor John Rutledge offered to make Jasper an officer, but he refused. Jasper’s military unit later participated in the Battle of Savannah (1779), which was unsuccessful in recapturing the city from British forces. During the battle, Jasper noticed that his regiment’s flag had been shot down; in his attempt to repair it, Jasper was fatally wounded. For more information on Jasper, see https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/jasper-william/ and https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/william-jasper. 
· Eliza Wilkinson was born into a wealthy slaveholding family in the South Carolina Lowcountry. In 1774, seventeen-year-old Eliza married a wealthy planter named Joseph Wilkinson. Within a year, both Joseph and their newborn child had died, forcing Eliza to move closer to her parents on Yonge’s Island. Throughout her early life, Eliza was known for being a frequent letter-writer, which she did for her own amusement, to entertain her acquaintances, and as a record of her firsthand experiences. Several of her letters talked about her experiences during the Revolutionary War, such as how she ran her plantation, her encounters with British and American soldiers, and her belief that women should be able to hold political opinions (even though she never questioned the traditional role of women in society). After witnessing some of the violence used by British troops, she became a dedicated Patriot. Following the Revolutionary War, Wilkinson remarried; none of her letters from that period survive. For more information on Wilkinson, see https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/wilkinson-eliza-yonge/ and https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/biography/eliza-yonge-wilkinson.
· Oscar Marion was one of approximately two hundred people enslaved by American General Francis Marion. Like many enslaved people in colonial South Carolina, little is known about Oscar’s early life and family. When the Revolutionary War broke out, several of Francis Marion’s slaves either fled for freedom or enlisted in Loyalist forces; Oscar, however, opted to serve alongside his enslaver in a variety of roles for the seven years of the war. In addition to serving as General Marion’s assistant, bodyguard, and sous chef, Oscar distinguished himself as a fighter in General Marion’s unit of guerilla fighters. Oscar served at the Battle of Fort Sullivan (June 1776), the sieges of Savannah (1779) and Charleston (1780), the Battle of Eutaw Springs (1781), and in several smaller skirmishes during the war. It is unclear why Oscar chose to fight for the Patriot cause, and it is also unclear whether Francis Marion rewarded Oscar after the war for his many sacrifices. In all likelihood, Oscar remained enslaved at Francis Marion’s plantation in Berkeley County for the duration of his life. For more information on Oscar Marion, see https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/magazine/2011/october/patriot-slave and https://soulofthepeedee.com/oscar-marion/.
· Peter Harris was a member of the once-powerful Catawba Nation, which had been forced onto a 144,000-acre reservation after signing the Treaty of Augusta in 1763. When Harris was three years old, a smallpox epidemic killed his parents and half of his tribe. Two years later, he moved in with Thomas Spratt (a nearby farmer and a friend of the tribe). Many members of the Catawba Nation supported the Patriot cause because their enemy, the Cherokee, who had allied with Great Britain. Harris joined a variety of Patriot militia units during the Revolutionary War, including General Thomas Sumter’s Militia Brigade. Harris fought in many battles, including the Battle of Stono Ferry in 1779 (where he was injured). After the war, the Catawba Nation continued to face pressures from encroaching settlement by Americans and from a declining population. Meanwhile, Harris received a 200-acre land grant (1794) and $60 annual pension (1822) for his military service. For more information on Harris, see https://southcarolina250.com/story/peter-harris/ and https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/peter-harris.
STEP 4: Provide students with the scenario details (below). You can distribute it as a handout or display it on a projector.
· It is 1781, and the Revolutionary War is nearly over.
· General Nathanael Greene of the Continental Army has chased General Charles Cornwallis and his British forces out of the Carolinas, leading to Cornwallis’s surrender to General George Washington at the Battle of Yorktown, Virginia. 
· With Cornwallis defeated, people on both sides of the war are waiting for the United States and Great Britain to reach a peace agreement.
· In South Carolina, the British Army still occupies Charleston, which is the state’s capital and its largest city.
· The South Carolina General Assembly (the state government that the Patriots formed in 1776) has not met since 1780; Governor John Rutledge has been hiding in the High Hills of the Santee (near the present-day city of Sumter).
· The Patriots agree to restart the South Carolina General Assembly and hold elections in November 1781. Over two hundred men—all of them White, and many of them wealthy slaveholders—are elected to serve in the state’s two chambers of government: the House of Representatives and the Senate. All of them are supporters of American independence, and several of them have fought for the Patriot cause in the war.
· The new government meets about thirty miles away from Charleston in the small town of Jacksonborough. It is close enough to keep an eye on the British in Charleston, but far enough away to keep the government leaders safe from a surprise attack by British forces.
· This temporary government—often called the “Jacksonborough Assembly”—meets from January 1782 until February 1782.
· One of the laws debated by the Jacksonborough Assembly is about punishing the South Carolinians who supported the British Army during the war. There are two types of punishments:
· Banishment and confiscation: The South Carolina General Assembly would banish a person from the state, confiscate and sell their property (such as land and enslaved people), then add the money to the state’s treasury.
· This punishment was for people considered to be Loyalists, which meant that they had supported the British government policies and British forces during the Revolutionary War.
· Amercement: The South Carolina General Assembly would force a person to pay a penalty of 12% of their total property value; if the person did not pay the penalty, they would be banished from the state and would have all their property confiscated.
· This punishment was for people who previously held “high and important trusts or commissions” in the South Carolina government, but “whose conduct are not considered Sufficiently criminal to merit Confiscation.” In simpler terms, this was for important people that had previously supported the Patriots but asked for mercy and protection after the British Army invaded South Carolina.
STEP 5: Direct the students to consider the details of the scenario. Clarify the details of the scenario, as necessary.
STEP 6: Using their handouts, ask the groups to consider why each historical character from Drawn to Freedom would be “For” or “Against” the punishments debated by the Jacksonborough Assembly.
· Example: Would William Jasper be “For” the punishments (i.e., a supporter), or would he be “Against” the punishments (i.e., a dissenter)? What factors in Jasper’s life or his Revolutionary War experience would lead to his position on this tricky political issue?
Helpful Tip: Allow each group to choose an official scribe (or the teacher may choose one) who will write down the ideas of their partners. 
Give the students approximately 15 minutes to discuss their ideas and to write down their lists (i.e., ~4 minutes per historical character). Each “For” and “Against” list should provide brief details about why the historical character would struggle with forming their position on this political issue. The teacher should circulate the classroom to answer questions, guide/refine the groups’ thinking, and monitor student engagement. 
Note: You can shorten or extend this part of the activity based on the level of participation among the students.
OPTIONAL STEP: After 15 minutes, ask each group to pass their sheets clockwise to another group. Give each group approximately 2 minutes to review the ideas of their peers, then have the groups pass those sheets clockwise; each group will have 2 minutes to review the new sheets. Continue this cycle until each group has reviewed all the groups’ sheets (depending on class size and class period length). Make sure that group receives their original sheets before moving on.
STEP 7: Instruct each group to choose a position for each historical character by circling the “For” or “Against” column header (see example below). 
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There are no right or wrong answers, assuming each group uses sound judgment in reaching their conclusions.
STEP 8: Debrief by asking each group for the positions they assigned to their historical characters. If desired, keep a tally on the whiteboard. To increase student engagement, ask for one example of how the group came to their conclusion(s). 
· Example: Group A says that Peter Harris would have been “For” confiscation/amercement. After the group provides this answer, ask “Why?” From there, the group should describe one factor that led them to their conclusion.
STEP 9: After every group shares their ideas, direct the students to return to their regular seats. 
OPTIONAL STEP: Direct each student to create a blank T-Chart on a new piece of paper. From there, ask the student to imagine that they were alive in January/February 1782, then have them personally consider the punitive measures of the Jacksonborough Assembly. Ask the students to list the reasons why they would be “For” or “Against” the confiscation/amercement of their neighbors. 
· You can either use this as an Exit Ticket activity (graded or ungraded) or as a share-aloud activity.
STEP 10: Conduct a debrief of the activity by unpacking the ideas offered by the students during the class. In other words, restate any patterns you recognized, open the floor to questions, and/or link the Jacksonborough Assembly to similar events in U.S. History or in the present day.
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