
A Hero of 
Sullivan’s Island
Semiquincentennial Heartthrob: 
Sergeant William Jasper 



Swing by the South Carolina Historical Museum Shop, 
and stock up on some of the best flavors the Palmetto 
State has to offer! 

Whether you’re grabbing a treat for yourself, building a 
gift basket, or looking for an easy taste-of-SC souvenir, 
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for the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Sullivan’s Island, from the South Carolina 
Historical Society Collections. See the article about 250 years of depictions of this 
Revolutionary War hero, pages 16-19.

FEATURES

A Letter from the CEO

Society Snapshots

10    Fireworks in Congress: Early Debates 

        on Celebrating America’s Independence Day

	 by Sydney Derrick

14    The Obstinate Daughter

	 by Elizabeth Chew

16    Semiquincentennial Heartthrob

	 by Melina Testin

21    Pat Hash: The Man Who Brought Back Carolina Day

	 by Stephen Hoffius

Carologue

Carologue is a publication (ISSN 1544-5801) of 
the South Carolina Historical Society, a private, 
non-profit organization dedicated to collecting, 
preserving, and publishing South Carolina history. 
Please address all inquiries to Taryn Mason at 
info@schsonline.org or visit our website for more 
information.

Design by Elizabeth Hall, The Branding Garden
Edited by Jessica Hinds-Bond

The South Carolina Historical Society
100 Meeting Street, Charleston, SC 29401-2215
(843) 723-3225 | schistory.org

OFFICERS

Kester S. Freeman, Jr., Columbia 

John M. McCardell, Jr., Beaufort 

Kathleen Crum McKinney, Greenville 

Steve C. Osborne, Charleston 

Past Chair
William S. Davies Jr., Columbia

MANAGERS

Pat Apperson, Greenville 
Matthew Blunt, Charleston 
Leslie A. Cotter, Jr., Columbia 
Henry B. Fishburne, Jr., Charleston 
Edward B. Grimball, Edisto Island 
R. Montague Laffitte, III Columbia 
Valinda (Val) Littlefield, Ph.D., Columbia 
John F. McCabe, Columbia 
David B. McCormack, Charleston 
Michael B. Moore, Mt. Pleasant 
Alex Pappas, M.D., Charleston 
Ruth Ravenel, Charleston 
Marissa Sams, Washington, D.C. 
W. Edward Senn, Washington, D.C. 
Minor M. Shaw, Greenville 
Karen Strickland, Columbia 
Mike Tecosky, Charleston 
Tracey Tisdale-Richardson, Charleston 
Brittany V. Lavelle Tulla, Mt. Pleasant 
John C. von Lehe, Jr., Mt. Pleasant 
Ben Zeigler, Florence

STAFF

Elizabeth Chew, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer
Taryn Mason, Chief Development Officer
Virginia Ellison, CA, DAS, Chief Operating Officer  
     and Director o f Collections
Ashley Bengtsson, Administrative Coordinator
Sydney Derrick, Librarian
Jinene Foye, Project Archivist
Annette Guild, Metadata Specialist
Matthew A. Lockhart, PhD, Editor, 
    South Carolina Historical Magazine
Hannah Mooney, Donor Relations Manager
Lindsey Newton, Library Assistant
Brandon T. Reid, Museum Manager
Molly I. Silliman, CA, Senior Archivist
Karen Stokes, Processing Archivist
Melina Testin, Education Coordinator

SPRING 2026  |  VOL. 42, NO. 1

 G.R. Hall after J.A. Oertel, Defense of Ft. Moultrie, S.C., 1856. Courtesy of New York Public Library 
Digital Collections.



The commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the birth of 

our nation has begun!

We are lucky in South Carolina. The stories of the critical role 

our state played in the American Revolution and founding of 

the United Staes are rich, fascinating, and sometimes unique. 

Carolina Day, June 28, recognizing the American victory at 

the 1776 Battle of Sullivan’s Island, gives us something no other 

state has: a day adjacent to the Fourth of July to focus on South 

Carolinians handing the British an early, decisive defeat.

A Letter from the CEO
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Happy 2026!

Elizabeth Chew, PhD
SCHS Chief Executive Officer
elizabeth.chew@schsonline.org

With grants from the SC250 Commission, the Historical 

Society, in partnership with the South Carolina State Museum 

in Columbia, will be sending a traveling exhibition, Blueprint 

for Liberty, on the road statewide. We are also organizing 

Stories Around the State, a series of programs and events 

across South Carolina throughout 2026. 

All year in Charleston, we will be showcasing our exhibition 

Voices of Revolution in South Carolina in the Fireproof 

Building. In late June and early July, we will be on the leading 

edge of Charleston’s lively commemoration of Carolina Day 

and the Fourth. Please check the schedule of our events on p. 7 

and follow along with us throughout the year as we continue to 

announce activities and ways to get involved in the 250th.

As you will see in this issue of Carologue, in 1779 South 

Carolina founders (and frenemies) Henry Laurens and William 

Henry Drayton took opposing sides in a discussion in Congress 

about how best to commemorate the third anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence. Laurens favored a solemn day 

of reflection, but Drayton’s vision—festive celebration with 

fireworks and wine—has proven prophetic. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in 2026. 

Archives Amazon Wishlist
Support the SCHS Archives by shopping our Amazon Wishlist! 
These materials play an important role in our mission “to collect, 
preserve, and share the stories of all South Carolinians and use these 
stories—from significant historical events to everyday moments—to 
promote visibility, understanding, engagement, and conversation.” 
Additionally, several items are disaster recovery supplies in case of a 
hurricane or other emergency. View our Wishlist at a.co/7EAXCTm 
and thank you for your continued support of our collections!
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Foundations of a Revolution: 
South Carolina, 1775–1777

On Saturday, June 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the SCHS is honored to host 
Foundations of a Revolution: South Carolina, 1775–1777.

We are proud to partner with the South Carolina Department of Archives 
and History to present three pivotal documents that defined South 
Carolina’s revolutionary era: the Articles of Association (1775), the South 
Carolina Constitution of 1776, and the Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner (1777). 
Historians from SCDAH will be on-site to provide additional historical 
context.

Traveling Archive Program

SCHS’s Traveling Archive program offers middle school, high school, and college 
students a fun and creative introduction to conducting archival research. 

The Traveling Archive consists of real archival boxes filled with beautifully made 
facsimiles of maps, letters, diaries, currency, and more from SCHS’s collections. 
Currently all the documents relate to the American Revolution. 

Students are taught to use finding aids and closely study the documents to prepare 
them to undertake research in real archives in the future. With the Traveling Archive, 
students work in teams to explore the boxes and consider the types of professionals 
who might use archives, from historians, genealogists, and writers to filmmakers and 
costume designers. 

SCHS education coordinator Melina Testin has presented the program in 
classrooms across the state, including in Charleston, Georgetown, Greenville, and 
Rock Hill. To schedule a Traveling Archive visit to your South Carolina classroom, 
please email info@schsonline.org.

New Graphic Novel 

SCHS recently published the graphic novel Drawn to Freedom: Sketches of Revolutionary South 
Carolina, written and illustrated by Melina Testin, SCHS Education Coordinator. Using primary 
sources from SCHS’s collections, such as the 4th South Carolina Regiment Order Book, Melina 
depicts the stories of: William Jasper, a hero of the 2d South Carolina Regiment’s victory at the 
1776 Battle of Sullivan’s Island; Eliza Wilkinson, an avid letter writer and witness to British 
plundering during the 1780 Siege of Charleston; Oscar Marion, the enslaved personal servant 
of General Francis Marion who supported the Swamp Fox’s backcountry guerrilla raids; and 
Peter Harris, a Catawba warrior who advocated for his own pension following service with 
the Continental Army. Activities and historical context accompany each story to inspire 
understanding of the Revolution’s importance, 250 years later.  

Drawn to Freedom is available to purchase at the Fireproof Building and on schistory.org for $5. 
Middle and high school standards-aligned lesson plans and free classroom sets of Drawn to 
Freedom are available for classrooms across the state; South Carolina educators, email info@
schsonline.org for more information.
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This past October, the South Carolina 
Historical Society welcomed 150 guests 
to the Fireproof Building for Spirits of 
the Past, a spirited evening exploring 
the “creepy” and curious side of our 
collection. 

Guests encountered eerie and 
fascinating artifacts ranging from locks 
of John C. Calhoun’s hair to original 
notes from John Bennett, author of 
The Doctor to the Dead. The twenty-
one and up event featured a specialty 
cocktail generously provided by 
Charleston Distilling, a candy bar, and 
popcorn from Lillie’s of Charleston, 
creating a perfect mix of history and 
Halloween fun. 

With a wide range of creative costumes 
on display, the night was a lively and 
memorable celebration of the strange, 
the spooky, and the stories that bring 
history to life.

Annual Meeting

The South Carolina Historical Society’s 
171st Annual Meeting, held at South 
Carolina Society Hall on March 
12, 2026, was a joyful celebration of 
history and community. Supporters 
gathered to reflect on the past year’s 
accomplishments, honor outstanding 
volunteer leadership, and look ahead 
to an exciting year of programming, 
including the commemoration of the 
250th anniversary of the American 
Revolution. 

The evening included the presentation 
of the Mary Elizabeth Prior Volunteer 
Award to the Garden Club of 
Charleston. In a nod to traditions 
of past programming, guests were 
welcomed with a sherry cocktail and 
goldfish crackers, adding a touch of 
nostalgia to a memorable evening.

Spirits of the Past
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Tuesday, June 23–Saturday, July 4
Museum open and free, 

10 a.m.–4 p.m. daily
Featuring our exhibition Voices of Revolution in South 

Carolina

Thursday, June 25
11:30 a.m.

Lunch and Learn
*registration required

Friday, June 26
All day

Hydration Station at the Fireproof Building

Saturday, June 27
All day

Hydration Station at the Fireproof Building

All day
Foundations of a Revolution: South Carolina,

 1775–1777, traveling exhibition at the Fireproof 
Building (see page 5 for details)

Monday, June 29
All day

Revolutionary Documents from the Archive, 
pop-up exhibition at the Fireproof Building

Tuesday, June 30
All day

Revolutionary Documents from the Archive, 
pop-up exhibition at the Fireproof Building

8:30 –10:00 a.m.
Mornings at the Fireproof Building: drop in for 

coffee and conversation about revolutionary books

Wednesday, July 1
11:30 a.m.

Lunch and Learn
*registration required

Thursday, July 2
All day

Revolutionary Documents from the Archive,
pop-up exhibition at the Fireproof Building

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Mornings at the Fireproof Building: drop in for 

coffee and conversation about revolutionary books

Friday, July 3
All day

Revolutionary Documents from the Archive,
pop-up exhibition at the Fireproof Building

Join the South Carolina Historical Society 
to celebrate the 250th Carolina Day & Fourth of July.



A New Roof 
for the 

FIREPROOF 
BUILDING
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In March, the South Carolina Historical Society began an 
important preservation effort to replace the copper roof on its 
headquarters, the Fireproof Building on Meeting Street in 
Charleston. 

Completed in 1827, the Fireproof Building was designed 
by Robert Mills, a South Carolina native and one of the 
first professionally trained American-born architects. Mills 
conceived the structure as the solution to a persistent problem 
in nineteenth-century Charleston: fire. Built of brick, stone, 
iron, and copper, the Fireproof Building was intended to 
safeguard Charleston’s public records and beginning in the 
1940s, those of the South Carolina Historical Society. 

Copper has been central to the building since its construction. 
Mills specified copper roofing for its durability, fire resistance, 
and ability to withstand the elements. The current copper roof 

has protected the building for more than fifty years. However, 
decades of exposure to Charleston’s humid, coastal climate have 
caused deterioration in key areas. Failing seams and recurring 
leaks pose a threat to the building’s integrity.

This roof replacement project is made possible by grants from 
the Save America’s Treasures program of the National Park 
Service and from South Carolina’s State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO).

The project is the latest chapter in nearly two centuries of 
building stewardship. From post-earthquake repairs in the 
nineteenth century to major renovations by the Historical 
Society in 1984, 2002, and 2015–18, the Fireproof Building has 
continually evolved to meet modern needs while maintaining its 
historic character.

All photos from the Collection of the South Carolina Historical Society.



Fireworks 
in Congress: 
Early Debates on 
Celebrating America’s 
Independence Day
By Sydney Derrick
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Big booms in the night sky, explosions resolving into ephemeral 
patterns of festive colored light—for many, this is what 
epitomizes celebrations of America’s independence on the 
Fourth of July. Even at the birth of the republic, some American 
leaders envisioned celebrating the day with fireworks. One of 
them was South Carolina’s William Henry Drayton. But in 
the opinion of his frenemy and fellow South Carolina founder 
Henry Laurens, the Fourth needed to be a serious, somber 
occasion.

On July 2, 1779, the Continental Congress was in session in 
Philadelphia. One topic of discussion was how to commemorate 
the rapidly approaching third anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence. The new nation was still at war with Britain; the 
fighting wouldn’t end for four more years. Nevertheless, members 
of Congress felt it was important to mark the occasion.

According to notes on the day’s 
debate written by Laurens, held 
in the SCHS archives, a French 
officer, Jean Laugcay, had requested 
permission from Congress “to 
exhibit certain grand fire works 
on the 5th Inst. which he had 
prepared for the purpose,” “on the 
glorious anniversary of American 
Independence.” In his speech 
in Congress that day, Drayton 
contended that many great nations 
of the past had celebrated with 
“festivity,” including ancient 
Greece, which had instituted the 
Olympic Games. Laurens wrote in 
his notes, “Mr. Drayton rose & in 
a funny declaration informed the 
House that it had been the practice 
of all Nations ancient & modern 
to celebrate particular days by 
festivity, that Greece had instituted 
the Olympic Games, these things 
he repeated again & again without 
& concluded by hoping the Man 
would be ordered to exhibit his fire works.” While Drayton felt 
that a display would be appropriately festive for his new nation, 
Laurens disagreed, and the fireworks inside the congressional 
session began.

Their differing views about celebrating the Fourth of July were 
but the tip of the iceberg. Drayton and Laurens had begun 
clashing even before the two served together in the Continental 
Congress. In the 1760s, Drayton opposed the idea of the 
American colonies separating from Great Britain. He was 
educated at Oxford and, once he returned to South Carolina, was 
elected a member of the colonial Commons House. He opposed 
the 1769 nonimportation agreement that was read under the 
Liberty Tree in Charleston. It stated, in part, that colonists 
would boycott British goods by purchasing only items produced 
in America—preferably in South Carolina—and would not buy 
from those who refused to sign the agreement.

Drayton wrote several letters printed in the South Carolina 
Gazette opposing the agreement, and he did indeed refuse to 
sign it, suffering a boycott on his crops in response. He returned 
to England in 1770, but he was later appointed to the Royal 
Council of South Carolina and returned home in 1772. During 
these years his allegiance began to shift toward American 
independence, to the point where he served in the Continental 
Congress. Nevertheless, the fact that Drayton had not supported 
independence from the beginning was a perpetual sticking point 
for Laurens and led to his dislike of his colleague.

Once they were in Congress together, the discord between them 
grew. Their basic politics divided them right away. Laurens 
favored a government that considered the will of the common 
people. He was cautious in action, with a morals-centered and 
staid point of view. Drayton was younger, had more formal 

education, and was ultimately more 
radical in his actions and more elitist 
in his ideas about government. He also 
approached life—and celebrations—with 
more ostentation.

After just a few months in Congress, 
Drayton wrote to Laurens because 
he had heard through colleagues that 
Laurens was speaking poorly of him. 
One petty conflict concerned their 
secretary Moses Young, who served both 
the president of Congress (Laurens) 
and the South Carolina delegation. 
Laurens accused Drayton of occupying 
too much of Young’s time and forbade 
him from making any more requests of 
Young. In response, Drayton attempted 
to usurp some of Laurens’s stature by 
writing official letters to the people of 
South Carolina from their congressional 
delegation, without Laurens’s signature or 
input. This tit for tat continued for most 
of their careers together.

When a conflict arose between two 
fellow congressmen, Silas Deane and Arthur Lee, nearly 
every member of Congress took a side. Both had been sent 
as ambassadors to France along with Benjamin Franklin; Lee 
accused Deane of using his connections there to further his 
personal business interests. Naturally, Laurens and Drayton 
landed on opposite sides of this issue: Laurens had already 
aligned himself with several New Englanders, many of whom 
sided with Lee; Drayton was close with those who favored 
Deane. Deane was recalled to the United States, and his fate was 
debated many times by Congress, with no direct questioning of 
Deane himself and no decision rendered. Deane was eventually 
offered financial compensation from Congress for the trade 
he helped bring about between France and the United States, 
though he refused it on grounds that it wasn’t enough. He later 
returned to Paris but ended up in financial ruin. The chasm 
between Drayton and Laurens grew deeper.

William Henry Drayton with Latin motto from Virgil’s Aeneid 
which translates “This path leads us to Elysium.” From the collections 
of the South Carolina Historical Society. 

Left: John B. Neagle after Charles Willson Peale, Henry Laurens, 1816. From the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society.
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The arguments between Drayton and Laurens didn’t stop 
after the Deane-Lee controversy. In 1779, Americans’ access 
to Newfoundland fisheries was a surprisingly heated issue for 
the two southern politicians. Many papers pertaining to this 
debate are housed in the Henry Laurens Papers at the South 
Carolina Historical Society Archives. The issue placed access 
to the Mississippi River and fisheries in Newfoundland on 
the table in a possible peace negotiation with Great Britain—
with influence from France and Spain. While Laurens sided 
with the New England merchants, arguing that access to the 
fisheries of Newfoundland was vitally important, most southern 
representatives thought the Mississippi River was the more 
important waterway. Drayton, meanwhile, didn’t think that 
access to either fisheries or river should hold up an end to 
the fight with the British. This was, after all, a time when the 
threat of a British invasion of South Carolina was great. Other 
southern states were so angered by Laurens’s position that 
North Carolina delegates wrote to say they couldn’t guarantee 
troop support if South Carolina was invaded. They also 
threatened to send a letter to their governor requesting that 
he withdraw troops from their neighboring state. In response, 
Drayton pledged support to North Carolina, essentially 
apologized for Laurens’s stance, and begged them not to 
request withdrawal. They did not, but Laurens’s anger at his 
colleague would also not be withdrawn.

The two congressmen did find themselves on the same side of 
one issue: the raising of a regiment of African American troops. 
In 1778, a year prior to the fisheries debate, troop numbers in 
South Carolina were dwindling, support from other states was 
inadequate, and leaders were beginning to doubt whether they 
would be able to repel a British invasion. Drayton and Laurens, 
at the suggestion of Henry’s son John, supported the creation 
of the regiment—though for different reasons. For Laurens, it 
may have been ethical. He stated his opposition to slavery in a 
letter to John, though he made his fortune as a slave trader and 
continued to own enslaved people. Drayton, again, just wanted 
the war to end. Ultimately, though, their rare accord did not 
help further their cause. Congress passed a resolution allowing 
South Carolina and Georgia to form African American 
regiments if the states so chose to do so; neither state did.

This brings us back to one of the men’s last debates in 
Congress: fireworks. Three years after independence had been 
declared, Drayton and Laurens debated how best to recognize 
the day. True to their personalities, Laurens favored solemn 
observance, reflection, and prayer. Drayton, however, was in 
favor of a big show—and some wine to go with it.

At this point, the war was still raging. In his argument for 
a less costly and showy recognition, Laurens cited all the 
communication they’d received in Congress about their country 
“bleeding at every vein.”

In fact, America wasn’t even winning the war at this point. 
George Washington was frequently writing to Congress about 
the questionable state of the army, and Laurens argued that the 
country was attempting to increase the value of the currency by 
spending less. In response to a suggestion from Drayton that 
many nations used festivity for celebrations, Laurens stated that 
the Olympics led to the downfall of the Greeks and countries 
like Holland and Switzerland never held such celebrations of 
their independence. In his mind, their prudence is what made 
their independence successful. Drayton pointed out, conversely, 
that the Olympics weren’t a celebration of independence, but 
of feats of strength, intended “to make Men athletic & robust.” 
Laurens snarked later in his notes: “Is drinking Madeira Wine 
from 5 to 9 o’clock then sallying out to gaze at fire works, & 
afterwards returning to Wine again, calculated to make Man 
athletic & robust? Why then introduce the Olympic Games as 
an example for fire works.”

While Laurens’s arguments were well reasoned, Drayton 
won this one. Most members of Congress celebrated on 
July 5 (because July 4 fell on a Sunday) with local leaders at a 
dinner, followed by a fireworks display. And that’s how many 
celebrations look today: gathering with friends and family, 
eating, perhaps drinking, and watching fireworks. You could 
say it’s a tradition born out of conflict. Even in a young country 
struggling to build itself, fireworks—whether for observation 
or for war—meant freedom. According to records in our 
archives, thirty-three years later, on July 4, 1812, celebratory 
fireworks were first shot off from Fort Mechanic in downtown 
Charleston. The fort was later demolished; the Edmondston-
Alston House was built in its place.

William Henry Drayton only lasted a few months after the 
debate over fireworks. His last session in Congress was likely 
August 7, 1779, after which he became gravely ill. In an August 
31 letter, Henry Laurens writes of being granted permission to 
visit the bedside of his colleague, who wept upon his arrival. 
Drayton asked Laurens to write to Mrs. Drayton and let her 
know the severity of his illness. He died on September 3, 1779, 
and was buried in Philadelphia.

Laurens and John Mathews, the two remaining members of 
the South Carolina delegation, were put in charge of Drayton’s 
papers and affairs in Philadelphia. Some papers ended up 
being destroyed, reportedly because they may have contained 
government secrets. But was it one last jab from Laurens at his 
former foe, to rid the world of any negative press about himself?

Henry Laurens’ notes from Congress, July 2, 1779. Laurens inserted a paragraph mocking Drayton’s 
preference for wine and fireworks on July 4. From the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society.





In mid-1776, barely two months after South Carolina militias 
in an unfinished palmetto log fort defeated the mighty British 
army and navy at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island, a satirical 
cartoon appeared in a London printshop. Ostensibly a portrait 
in profile of a woman with an elaborate hairdo, the print 
bore the title Miss Carolina Sullivan, One of the Obstinate 
Daughters of America.

With this multilayer caricature, engravers and printers Mary 
and Matthew Darly reduced the victorious South Carolina 
colony to the status of a bratty, rebellious girl, while at the 
same time parodying the towering hair arrangements currently 
fashionable in London.

The Darlys pioneered the art of the satirical print. Creating 
satirical images was but one of their numerous printing 
endeavors, but they were intimately involved from the 1760s 
onward in the thriving London trade of prints that mocked, 
and sometimes crudely attacked, public figures and events, as 
well as the vanity inherent in both men’s and women’s fashions. 
They exhibited and sold prints at their establishment on a 
fashionable 
London shopping street and wholesaled them to other 
merchants.

Though the print insults South Carolina, it also seems intended 
to belittle the British military for failing to prevail over such 
an apparently trifling opponent. Miss Carolina Sullivan’s 
remarkable coiffure contains myriad pointed references to the 
British loss (see annotated illustration). 
For example, the large cannon is inscribed “To Peter ‘Pop 
Gun’ Parker,” a jab at the hapless British admiral. Despite 
commanding a fleet of warships that shelled Fort Sullivan 
relentlessly, Admiral Parker met debilitating obstacles, including 
the fort’s soft palmetto logs, which repelled his bombardment, 
and ships that ran aground in the sands of Charleston Harbor. 
Emitting from the cannon is the heated shot fired by General 
William Moultrie’s overmatched forces that badly damaged 
Parker’s wooden ships and blew off his trousers.

Opposed to the war or perhaps merely appealing to a British 
audience that was, the Darlys had already employed exaggerated 
hairstyles twice that year in prints deriding the British defeat 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill and General Howe’s evacuation of 
Boston. The Obstinate Daughter was their third in this series of 
sophisticated home-based critiques of British leadership, tactics, 
and performance in the quest to retain the colonies. The Darlys’ 
prints indicate that British citizens followed and consumed 
detailed reports on the war and that public opinion in some 
quarters favored the American side. 

South Carolinians today may know the Obstinate Daughter as 
a popular restaurant on Sullivan’s Island. The story behind the 
name reminds us of the international impact of the American 
victory and the complexity of perspectives and alignments in 
the American Revolution.

The 
Obstinate 
Daughter 
By Elizabeth Chew
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Above:M. Darly, Bunkers Hill or America’s Head Dress, 1776 (top); Noddle-Island or How 
We are Deceived, 1776 (bottom), Courtesy of the Library of Congress.

Left: M. Darly, Miss Carolina Sullivan, One of the Obstinate Daughters of America, 1776, 
Courtesy of the Library of Congress. Annotations by Doug MacIntyre. 
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Smoldering in the flat file storage of the South Carolina 
Historical Society vault is a saucy 1926 depiction of Sergeant 
William “Hero of Sullivan’s Island” Jasper by Charleston artist 
H. F. Church, created to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
the battle. Jasper’s acrobatic pose, buff physique, and windswept 
locks amused my colleagues and me as we planned for the 
Revolutionary War’s 250th anniversary this year. 

As I researched Jasper for a lecture and graphic novel, it 
became clear that the “Sexy Sergeant Jasper” meme was not 
limited to the 1926 poster but was in fact a historical tradition 
that I felt an artist’s duty to maintain. Since the world lacks a 

portrait of Jasper created during his lifetime, artists have relied 
on their imaginations to conjure him up. Invariably, Sergeant 
Jasper is depicted as strong and good looking, embodying the 
attractiveness of the American cause. 

An alluring man of mystery, Jasper presents a challenge for the 
historian as well as the artist. Little is known of his personal 
history. A first- or second-generation Irish immigrant, Jasper 
romanced a young woman in the City of Brotherly Love on the 
eve of the revolution. Luring her south with him, he joined the 
Continental Army to earn a paycheck on which they could build 
a life. 

Semiquincentennial 
Heartthrob

By Melina Testin

Charleston artist H. F. Church illustrates a buff Jasper for the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Sullivan’s 
Island in 1926. From the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society.
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The only hindrance to Jasper’s plan to win freedom and get 
the girl was his disposition to flirt with danger, displayed as 
he swaggered onto the battlefield at approximately twenty-six 
years old. Attached with the Second South Carolina Regiment 
to Fort Sullivan, Jasper set his steely gaze on the horizon and 
watched as British cannonballs failed to infiltrate the fort’s 
palmetto tree walls on June 28, 1776. A rare lucky shot suddenly 
splintered the Second Regiment’s flagpole, rousing Jasper to 
action. Though in some visual retellings Jasper paused to rip 
off his shirt, the neatly penned firsthand account of an orderly 
of the Fourth Regiment reports that Jasper, “took the flag and 
tied it to a sponge staff [used for cannon maintenance] and 
stuck it up on the merlon of the bastion next the enemy, gave 
three Huzzas in the dangerous place he stood, and retired 
to his gun where he fought with his gallant company to the 
end of the battle.” Jasper refused an officer’s commission for 
his valor. He died in battle three years later, during the Siege 
of Savannah, cementing his place in the annals of American 
Revolution history: a humble, tragic hero.
 

Jasper raises the flag and, along with it, the morale of his 
comrades in Fifty Lessons in the History of South Carolina 
(1892). From the collections of the South Carolina Historical 
Society.

Cast in bronze, engraved in history books, and emblazoned 
on posters, Sergeant Jasper has long represented American 
ideals of masculinity: heroism, humility, and handsomeness. 
In most nineteenth-century depictions, he is in Continental 
Army dress, albeit untouched by perspiration or cannon grease, 
hair billowing in the smoke-filled air. Later artists envisioned 
Jasper as roughly clothed in keeping with the ramshackle 
fort he defended, athwart the ramparts with the British navy 
perilously close. Beneath the unassuming garb, Jasper’s muscles 
flexed and rippled in these new interpretations. In 1926, Jasper’s 
comrades fell out of frame, leaving a lone hero, stripped to his 
(six-pack) core, to carry the banner.
 
The Defenders of Fort Moultrie, topped by a fully clad Jasper, 
was dedicated in Charleston’s White Point Garden in 1877. It 
is depicted here in an 1893 edition of Artwork of Charleston. 
From the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society.

 
Melina Testin illustrates a flattering depiction of Jasper for her graphic novel Drawn to Freedom: 
Sketches of Revolutionary South Carolina, published by the South Carolina Historical Society in 2025.

Above: The Defenders of Fort Moultrie, topped by a fully clad Jasper, was dedicated in Charleston’s White Point Garden in 1877. 
It is depicted here in an 1893 edition of Artwork of Charleston. From the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society. 
Left: After Howard Pyle, Sergeant Jasper at the Battle of Fort Moultrie, 1883, 
Courtesy of the New York Public Library Digital Collections.



Pat Hash, 
the Man Who 
Brought Back 
Carolina Day
By Stephen Hoffius
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The modern celebration of Carolina Day 
on June 28 can be attributed to the rabid 
determination of South Carolina Historical 
Society staff member C. Patton Hash Jr. 
in the early 1990s. Pat was a sailor in the 
US Navy, in his late twenties, when his 
curiosity about history led him to the 
Fireproof Building. His eyes were big, and 
he was fascinated by almost everything 
he encountered. He didn’t have family in 
South Carolina; he wasn’t researching his 
own kin; he was just infinitely curious. 
When he heard that people were trying 
to answer one historical puzzle or 
another he offered to help. And he 
was good. He was eternally patient, 
seeking the proverbial needle in a 
haystack, and finding it! Finally, in 
1992, when he left the navy, assistant 
director Daisy Bigda offered him a 
job as a research assistant, probably 
assuming that he’d be doing the 
research anyway.

One thing we learned quickly about Pat was that when he 
found a topic that really intrigued him, he was a relentless 
dog with a bone. In searching through newspaper records, he 
learned that Carolina Day had been a day of celebration for 
many years, the 1776 victory over the British navy at Sullivan’s 
Island bringing together South Carolinians with pride. 
“Though the anniversary of Carolina Day may be celebrated 
today with nothing more than the chiming of St. Michael’s 
bells, it is a day to remember,” the Charleston News and 
Courier had proclaimed on June 28, 1960. Pat vowed to revive 
that celebration. He was supported by the society’s president, 
General James Grimsley, who was also president of the Citadel 
and father to the current SC250 Commission chairman, Major 
General William F. Grimsley. 

Pat walked up and down King Street, urging Charleston 
businesses to buy and display state flags. He determined that 
the key event should be a parade involving all the charitable 
groups in Charleston, starting with the earliest established. But 
when were they founded? For some organizations that was easy 
to determine, for others not so much. For several months Pat 
buried himself in books and manuscripts, trying to establish 
founding dates for scores of organizations.

Almost every group agreed to take part, and on Monday, 
June 28, 1993, Carolina Day was celebrated in a big way for 
the first time in decades. There were speeches and a sermon, 
cannon firings, and, of course, a parade from Washington 
Park to the Battery. Hundreds of people took part, some in 
period costume, others carrying flags and banners. And that 
celebration has continued to this day, more than thirty years 
later.

Carolina Day items from the collections of the South Carolina Historical Society.
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Pat continued with the Historical Society, serving 
variously as research consultant, programs 
coordinator, and development officer. He found 
other topics to obsess over—from glass Christmas 
decorations to Civil War artifacts and beyond. His 
passions were all consuming, whatever they were.

In 2000, he moved on to a nonprofit in 
Washington, DC, and in February 2005 he 
passed away, much too young. He is very 
much missed. He was buried in Birmingham, 
Alabama, where he grew up. But the holiday 
he revived lives on.

Stephen Hoffius is a writer and editor in Charleston. 
He was director of publications for the South Carolina 
Historical Society from 1987 until 1999.

Carolina Day items from the collections of 
the South Carolina Historical Society.
Pat Hash image from Carolina Day 
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