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Document Detectives August 2026 – Revolutionary Letters  

This page includes general tips for student analysis of primary sources. Specific questions 
for this issue’s selected documents can be found on page 2.  

 

General Primary Source Analysis 

In accordance with the National Archive’s and Library of Congress teaching primary 
sources recommendations, we encourage students to approach primary sources using the 
following steps:  

1) Meet the source. 
a) Look at the image of the original document.  

i) What kind of primary source is this? 
ii) Are there any special markings on the document such as stamps, 

postmarks, official seals, etc.? 
iii) Is it handwritten, typed, or both? 

2) Observe its parts. 
a) Look at the document description and then the transcription. 

i) Who wrote this document?  
ii) When was it written? 

iii) Who was meant to read or receive this document?  
iv) Write down any words you don’t know or areas that confuse you.  

3) Try to make sense of it. 
a) What is the main idea of the document? What areas in the text support the 

main idea? 
4) Use it as historical evidence. 

a) What might this source teach us that a textbook may not?  
b) Contextualize: What was happening around the time this document was 

written?  
c) Analyze: What does this document tell us about the perspectives of those 

living at the time it was written?  
d) Further Inquiry: After reading this, what are you most curious about learning 

more about?  
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Review Questions 

• From the letters, what can you say about how changing relations between Great 
Britain and the colonies affected the authors and their families?  
 

• How are the 3 letters alike and different? Think about who wrote them, what their 
situations were when writing them, and the tone in which the letters were written. 
 

• Which author do you think had the strongest opinion about England? What details in 
the letters support your answer?  
 

• What evidence from the letters helps you understand what life was like for different 
people during the Revolutionary War? What perspectives are not represented in 
these sources?  

 

Advanced Placement Writing Prompts 

• Briefly explain one event or development going on in South Carolina and the thirteen 
colonies around the time these sources were written that provides historic context 
about what these letters are talking about.   
 

• Evaluate the extent to which attitudes toward Great Britain remained consistent or 
changed between 1775 and 1781. How do these letters reflect different 
perspectives, and what details about the authors and their situations may have 
contributed to their viewpoints? Use evidence from these three documents and 
your knowledge of the Revolutionary period to support your argument. 
 

• Evaluate the extent to which the ideas expressed in the three letters reflect the 
principles of the American Revolution, considering themes such as liberty, 
representation, loyalty, and resistance. 

 


