
 

 

Researching SCHS Collections on the Lowcountry Digital Library 

The South Carolina Historical Society partners with the Lowcountry Digital Library (LCDL), a 

collaborative digital library hosted by the College of Charleston Libraries, to make selected 

manuscripts, oral histories, and images from our collections available online in digital format.  

The SCHS materials available on the LCDL include documents from collections of personal 

papers, families’ papers, church records, and other collections and span over three hundred years 

of South Carolina History.   

The Lowcountry Digital Library (LCDL) is a centralized search portal for freely accessible 

digital collections related to the South Carolina Lowcountry. LCDL coordinates and encourages 

digitization efforts for libraries, museums, archives and historical institutions of all sizes in the 

SC Lowcountry.  LCDL is a hub of the South Carolina Digital Library (SCDL), which is, in turn, 

a hub of the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). Therefore, all content in LCDL is 

discoverable and freely accessible through SCDL and DPLA. 

Finding SCHS collections on LCDL 

1. When searching in the SCHS online catalog, if a portion (or all) of a collection has been 

digitized, there will be a link in the online catalog record which says “See Digital 

Version”.  This link will open the digitized version in the Lowcountry Digital Library.  

See example below.  Please note that SCHS manuscript collections are not typically 

digitized in their entirety.  

 

http://lcdl.library.cofc.edu/content/south-carolina-historical-society


 

2. If searching directly on the LCDL website, you can use the main search bar on the home 

page and use the facets on the left under “Contributing Institution”.  Select South 

Carolina Historical Society to limit the results to SCHS collections. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. You can also browse SCHS collections.  On the LCDL homepage, navigate to the 

“Browse” drop down menu.  Select “Browse by Institution” and select the SCHS.  You 

will then be able to browse all SCHS collections currently available or conduct a search 

for specific content within digitized SCHS collections.   

 

 
 

 

Other Helpful Tips 

 

1. A simple search will search all text found in the metadata for an LCDL record.  This 

includes title, creator, description, and other fields found in the LCDL record.  A simple 

search will NOT search the full text of the digitized documents themselves.  Text of 

digitized documents are only searchable if the materials have been transcribed.   

 

 

 

 

 



2. If an item on LCDL has been transcribed, you can do a “Page Content Search” to search 

the full text of the document itself.  To conduct a “Page Content Search”, select that 

option from the drop-down menu on the top left of the website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. To view the match of the page content search, click on the title of the page in the results 

list to open the LCDL viewer for that item.  You can then click on “Full Text” to pull up 

the transcript for that page.  To find the term you searched by, click CTRL-F to search the 

transcript.   

*Please note that not all SCHS collections on LCDL have been transcribed.  

However, you can look through each page of the original document, just as one 

would when visiting the SCHS reading room in person.   

 

 

 

 

4. All items on LCDL have a metadata field called “Shelving Locator”.  This will indicate 

the overall call number for the collection and/or a specific container number where the 

original physical item can be found.  This can be helpful to compare with container 

numbers found in SCHS Finding Aids to determine which portions of SCHS collections 



have been digitized.

 


