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Researching SCHS Collections on the Lowcountry Digital Library

The South Carolina Historical Society partners with the Lowcountry Digital Library (LCDL), a

collaborative digital library hosted by the College of Charleston Libraries, to make selected
manuscripts, oral histories, and images from our collections available online in digital format.
The SCHS materials available on the LCDL include documents from collections of personal
papers, families’ papers, church records, and other collections and span over three hundred years
of South Carolina History.

The Lowcountry Digital Library (LCDL) is a centralized search portal for freely accessible
digital collections related to the South Carolina Lowcountry. LCDL coordinates and encourages
digitization efforts for libraries, museums, archives and historical institutions of all sizes in the
SC Lowcountry. LCDL is a hub of the South Carolina Digital Library (SCDL), which is, in turn,
a hub of the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). Therefore, all content in LCDL is
discoverable and freely accessible through SCDL and DPLA.

Finding SCHS collections on LCDL

1. When searching in the SCHS online catalog, if a portion (or all) of a collection has been
digitized, there will be a link in the online catalog record which says “See Digital
Version”. This link will open the digitized version in the Lowcountry Digital Library.
See example below. Please note that SCHS manuscript collections are not typically
digitized in their entirety.
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http://lcdl.library.cofc.edu/content/south-carolina-historical-society

2. If searching directly on the LCDL website, you can use the main search bar on the home
page and use the facets on the left under “Contributing Institution”. Select South
Carolina Historical Society to limit the results to SCHS collections.
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College of Charleston Libraries

Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Archives
City of Charleston
The Citadel Archives & Museum
The Charleston Archive at CCPL
South Carolina Historical Society

Avery Research Center at the
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Historic Charleston Foundation
The Charleston Museum Archives
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1. Circular Congregational Church Tower
Date! 1050
Description: A photograph of tower on the Circular Congregational Church building.

2. Circular Congregational Church Exterior
Date: 1952
Description: A photograph of Circular Congregational Church from across the street.




3. You can also browse SCHS collections. On the LCDL homepage, navigate to the
“Browse” drop down menu. Select “Browse by Institution” and select the SCHS. You
will then be able to browse all SCHS collections currently available or conduct a search
for specific content within digitized SCHS collections.
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About South Carolina Historical Society Institution Resources

In 1855 a group of South Carolina's most distinguished citizens came together to found the South Carolina Historical Visit South Carolina Historical Society's Website
Society, to preserve South Carolina’s rich historical legacy for future generations. Today the SCHS is the state's oldest

and largest private repository of books, letters, journals, maps, drawings, and photographs about South Carolina

history. Our mission is “to expand. preserve, and make accessible our invaluable collection, and to encourage interest

and pride in the rich history of our state” The SCHS holdings are vast and grow constantly with the addition of

materials from South Carolina's 300-year history. The SCHS is a private. non-profit organization depending entirely on

the generosity of its members to preserve and extend awareness of South Carolina history. We receive no local

state, or federal funding for our operations.

Other Helpful Tips

1. A simple search will search all text found in the metadata for an LCDL record. This
includes title, creator, description, and other fields found in the LCDL record. A simple
search will NOT search the full text of the digitized documents themselves. Text of
digitized documents are only searchable if the materials have been transcribed.



2. Ifanitem on LCDL has been transcribed, you can do a “Page Content Search” to search
the full text of the document itself. To conduct a “Page Content Search”, select that
option from the drop-down menu on the top left of the website
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Limit your search

Collection > '
11. 19 King Street After the 1938 Tornadoes
Contributing Institution > Date: 1038 i\
Description:  Photograph of Lamboll Street elevation of 19 King Street [Thomas i
Media Type N Lamboll Housel after the tornadoes of September 29, 1938, showing the
) L damage done to the piazzas and roof. Men are standing on the roof.
Subject (Topic) >
Subject (Geographic) y  From:Register of the Independent or Congregational Church, 1732-1796
12. Register of the Independent or Congregational Church, 1732-1796, Page 9o
Date > Date:  1740-1749

Description: A statement that Samuel Fairweather accepted the position of assistant
to Reverend Mr. Smith. The bottom of the page is a statement from
Thomas Lamboll approving Samuel Fairweather as an assistant to
Reverend Mr. Smith.




3. To view the match of the page content search, click on the title of the page in the results
list to open the LCDL viewer for that item. You can then click on “Full Text” to pull up
the transcript for that page. To find the term you searched by, click CTRL-F to search the
transcript.

*Please note that not all SCHS collections on LCDL have been transcribed.
However, you can look through each page of the original document, just as one
would when visiting the SCHS reading room in person.
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Register of the Independent or Congregational Church, 1732-1796, Page 9

Register of the Independent or Congregational Church. 1732-1706 108:Registeroftheindepen. W0 1K < > I nﬁ“( p:es Inlio @ HH

Transcript: [Breakl Charles Town So Caro
Octr 22d 1749. This day being sunday. the
Revd Mr Samuel Fairweather. before a
large Congregation, in the after part of
the day, before the Closing was
pronounced, Did Give his Answer, and
Accepted the call, as Copaster with the
Revd Mr Josiah Smith [Short line, Break]
(March 23d 1750. [Short line, Breakl |
Thomas E&fBBIL do Declare that | was
Present when ye above mentioned Mr
Fairweather, in the Meeting-House, did
Read a Paper or Writing, from the Pulpit,
to the said Congregation:purporting his
Answer to a (pretended) CALL to him to
be Co-Pastor (wihilch | never Saw. or

4. All items on LCDL have a metadata field called “Shelving Locator”. This will indicate
the overall call number for the collection and/or a specific container number where the
original physical item can be found. This can be helpful to compare with container
numbers found in SCHS Finding Aids to determine which portions of SCHS collections



have been digitized.

Title:  Thomas Wright Bacot Financial Account, 1851
Date: 1851
Creator (Personal)l. ~ Amair. GW.
Description:  An account for items bought by Thomas Wright Bacot between 1850-1851.
Collection Title:  Bacot Family Papers, 1752-1973
Contributing Institution:  South Carolina Historical Society
Media Type:  Manuscripts
Personal or Corporate Subject:  Bacot family
Topical Subject:  Nineteenth century
Decedent’s estates
Payment
Inventories--Accounting
Geographic Subject:  South Carolina
SC. County:  Charleston County (SC)
Language:  English
Shelving Locator:  11/51/05 (1004.00)
Date Digital:  2021-12
Digitization Specifications: 600 dpi, 24-bit depth, color, Epson Expression 10000XL. Archival masters are tiffs
Format:  image/jpeg
Copyright Status Statement:  Public domain.
Access Information:  For more information and re-use requirements contact the South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, SC, 2g401.
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